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U.S. Foreign Policy Toward Mexico (2017-2024): A
Comparative Perspective Between the Administrations of
Donald Trump and Joe Biden

Abstract:

This study examines U.S. foreign policy toward Mexico during
the Trump administration (2017-2021) and the Biden
administration (2021-2024), with a focus on migration, border
security, human trafficking, irregular migration, and economic and
diplomatic relations. The research highlights Mexico’s importance
as a strategic partner of the United States in the areas of migration,
security, and trade.

Applying the comparative method and the national interest
approach, the study aims to identify the similarities and differences
in the two administrations’ approaches to key issues, including
irregular migration, border security, trade agreements, and bilateral
diplomacy. The findings indicate that Trump’s policy was
characterized by a hardline stance, particularly through the border
wall project and the renegotiation of NAFTA to prioritize U.S.
interests. By contrast, the Biden administration adopted a more
conciliatory and diplomatic rhetoric, especially regarding
migration and multilateral cooperation, but maintained many
security measures, reflecting the limits of change in U.S. policy
toward Mexico.

The contribution of this study lies in emphasizing the continuity
of certain aspects of U.S. policy toward Mexico despite changes in
administration, while underscoring differences in political style and
discourse. The study concludes that the success of U.S. policy
depends on achieving balanced solutions that respect the interests
of both countries, respond to shared challenges. and foster
cooperation and development.

Keywords: U.S. foreign policy; Mexico; Donald Trump; Joe
Biden; migration.
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