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Nick Bostrom’s Philosophy of Artificial Intelligence:
The Intelligence Explosion, Ethical Implications and
Future Prospects
Dr. Mena Sity Youssef Fanous
Associate Professor of Philosophy of Science: Department of
Philosophy, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University, Egypt

Abstract:

The question of artificial intelligence constitutes one of the
most pressing philosophical and ethical challenges of the
twenty-first century. Its significance extends far beyond the
technical and scientific domains to encompass fundamental
philosophical reflections on the nature of the human being, the
limits of morality, and the very fate of human civilization.
Among the most prominent and controversial figures in this
field is the Swedish philosopher of science Nick Bostrom
(1973-), whose philosophical project has been devoted to
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examining existential risks and the ethical challenges
associated with superintelligent Al, in addition to his in-depth
analysis of the prospect of an intelligence explosion and the
problem of value alignment.

Bostrom argues that artificial intelligence is not merely a
natural step in the trajectory of technological development, but
rather a decisive turning point that could reshape the destiny
of humankind. Superintelligent Al, he contends, may surpass
human capacities by orders of magnitude, potentially leading
either to unprecedented civilizational flourishing or to an
existential threat that could eradicate humanity altogether.
Central to this concern is what Bostrom terms the ‘“‘control
problem”-the fundamental challenge of ensuring that the goals
and values of superintelligent systems remain aligned with
human interests, as opposed to the risks of systems escaping
control or becoming locked into rigid value structures that
constrain humanity’s future options.

The core questions of this study are therefore as follows:
What theoretical framework does Bostrom propose for
understanding  superintelligence and the intelligence
explosion? How does he address the control problem and
value alignment, both ethically and technically? How does his
perspective influence conceptions of identity, consciousness,
and human existence? And what are the principal criticisms
that are leveled against his vision? This study will adopt a
critical, comparative, and analytical methodology, combining
a close reading of Bostrom’s primary texts with an
examination of contemporary critiques. It will also situate
Bostrom’s thought within a broader philosophical reflection
on the future of artificial intelligence and its ethical
implications.

Keywords: Nick Bostrom, Superintelligence, Control
problem, Oracle Al, Qualia, Existential Risks, Observational
Selection Effect.
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