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The Cultural Scene in the City of Tunis in Light of Al-Balawi's
Journey (736-740 AH/1335-1340 AD)

Abstract:

This research examines the cultural life in the city of Tunis during the
period between the years (736-740 AH/1335-1340 AD) through the
journey of Judge Abu al-Baqaa Khalid ibn Isa al-Balawi al-Andalusi, who
visited Tunis in 736 AH/1335 AD on his way to pilgrimage, as well as on
his return journey in 739 AH/1339 AD, departing from it in 740 AH/1340
AD. He recorded his observations in his book "Taj al-Mafaraq fi Tahliyat
Ulamaa al-Mashriq". This book is considered one of the most important
Andalusian travel books during the eighth century AH.The research
focuses on studying the factors that influenced cultural life in Tunis during
the Hafsid era, then introducing al-Balawi and his journey and determining
the period during which he visited the city of Tunis, exploring the sources
of culture in that city, and places of learning in light of the book Taj al-
Mafaraq, and the main educational institutions, particularly al-Madrasah al-
Shamma'iyyah (the Mother of Schools) and Madrasat al-Kutubiyyin, which
received patronage from the Hafsid authority and became important
centers of knowledge and culture. The research also presents the most
prominent sciences and scholars whom al-Balawi met in Tunis. The
research provides a critical view of al-Balawi's testimonies about cultural

life by comparing them with contemporary sources.

Keywords: Cultural life in Tunis; Traditional and Rational Sciences in

Tunis; Taj al-Mafraq; Abu al-Bagaa Khalid al-Balawi; Hafsid State.
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