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Abstract:

This research focuses on examining the Egyptian state's approach
during the era of Muhammad Ali Pasha toward the category of female
beggars. At that time, the state had embarked on an ambitious
developmental project, which created an urgent need to utilize all available
human resources. This necessitated the adoption of various mechanisms
to combat begging, integrate into society, and reform their behavior in a
manner that would transform this marginalized segment into productive and
law—abiding citizens. The goal was to make them active contributors to the
developmental and construction projects pursued by the state throughout

the first half of the nineteenth century

The study attempts to shed light on the nature of begging and the
organizational structure of beggars in Egypt. It aims to identify the main
reasons behind the growth of this phenomenon during the era of
Muhammad Ali Pasha, highlight the most prominent forms and
manifestations of begging practiced at the time, and examine the

mechanisms adopted by the state to combat the phenomenon.
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