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Switzerland and the Suez Crisis (1956-1957)

Abstract:

The Suez Crisis (1956-1957) had widespread international
repercussions. Despite Switzerland's lack of direct involvement, it played a
significant role through its diplomatic efforts and concerns about the crisis's
impact on international stability and the threat to its economic and
commercial interests, as well as its oil supply. This was due to the
importance of the Suez Canal as an economic lifeline, serving as a link
between oil-producing countries in the Arabian Gulf and the Middle East
and Switzerland, with oil being transported via Italian territory. Given this,
the crisis attracted considerable attention from Switzerland, which closely
monitored developments, especially given its economic impact and its
responsibility to protect British and French interests in Egypt. This placed it
in an unenviable position, given its desire to maintain its relationship with
Egypt. This prompted Switzerland to act as a mediator to resolve the crisis
while maintaining its neutrality, a fact demonstrated by the crisis's non—

military intervention.

The importance of the research stems from the significance of the
Suez Crisis in the history of international relations in the twentieth century,
especially since it gained great importance for many countries, Switzerland
being one of the most important of these. However, this has not yet been

sufficiently highlighted. Therefore, the research aims to clarify the
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importance of the Suez Canal as a vital artery for Switzerland, supplying it
with oil, one of its most important energy sources, and as an international
corridor that vitally serves its trade. From this standpoint, the research
problem revolves around several questions: What is Switzerland's
traditional policy toward international crises? What were the causes,
events, and international repercussions of the Suez Crisis? Did the crisis
affect economic life in Europe? What was its impact on the Swiss
economy? To what extent did the crisis affect the supply of oil to
Switzerland? What is the Swiss position on the crisis? What was its role in
protecting British and French interests in Egypt during the crisis? What are
the Swiss attempts to defuse the Suez Crisis with the aim of stemming the
bleeding of the Swiss economy? What are the Swiss economic steps taken
to confront it? And what is the extent of the impact of this crisis on

Egyptian—-Swiss relations?.

Keywords: Switzerland, Crisis, Suez, Economy.
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524. Memorandum of a Conversation, Department of State,
Washington, November 6, 1956 *

SUBJECT

Message from the French Government to the President
PARTICIPANTS

The Acting Secretary of State Mr. Hervé Alphand, French

Mr. Robert Murphy—G Ambassador

Mr. C. Burke Elbrick—EUR M. Charles Lucet, French Minister

Mr. William R. Tyler—WE

The Acting Secretary, in reply, said he fully recognized the
importance of the French Government’s message. He emphasized
that the only way to get the situation back on the tracks was for the
French and British Governments to accept unequivocally and uncon-
ditionally the UN resolution calling for a cease fire, with the
withdrawal of forces, and the acceptance of a UN police force. The
Ambassador suggested that this was a different matter, to which the
Acting Secretary replied that on the contrary, the two were intimate-
ly related. He added that we had just heard unofficially that the
French and British Governments had accepted the UN resolution.
The French Ambassador said he was not informed of this, and then
referred to the Swiss proposal for a meeting of the five heads of
Government. The Acting Secretary said the U.S. Government appre-
ciates the sincerity of the Swiss proposal but that it could not be

even considered before the UN resolution had been accepted and
acted upon. ®

(1) F.R.U.S., 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31, 1956, Volume XVI,
Memorandum of a Conversation, Message from the French Government to the

President, November 6, 1956, Washington, November 6, 1956, p.p. 1023-1025.
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F.R.U.S. Foreign Relation of the United States
UNGA United Nations General Assembly
RES Resolution
OELAC Le Oil Emergency London Advisory Committee
MEEC Le Middle East Emergency Committee
N.S.A. National Security Agency (U.S.)
u.s. United State

Documents on German Foreign Policy
D.G.

(1918-1945)
FO Foreign Office
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G Ullay a5 VAVY Ll VE G55 VARY 550 VY 3 s o] skl s, O
Wlay 5 #l)5s efos (1400 —1881) 5 (1466 —Y4€4), C(VATA —V4AYO) - 5 il
.\‘~Yo/i/A@)Ly@Ua‘Y\‘.J:C?bdrau.ﬂ!yv\ijl.(Hov—\‘\eo)

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/178988/Anthony-Eden

sl el 5T ecn 2l 01 (3 omtin 5 b ool Jlall el (g ol o S5 L0 5502 OV
AY oY N Ll Y raYe

L] e g gl 33 8,515 oSkl 1 385 L) B 1) &g ) B 50 2 g 5183 S5 V)
el A ple

—n4Y -


https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/lw/97179.htm
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/lw/97179.htm

E«._____.\.os).suﬂ.l,p KPS| /;.(.T pYeYo ey —(¥¥) sl =y a0l 5,5l e
DEPARTMENT of STATE ARCHIVE (U.S.), Office of the Historian, Home

Milestones (1953 -1960), The Suez Crisis, 1956.
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(30) F.R.U.S., 1955 - 1957, Suez Crisis, July 26 — December 31, 1956, Vol. XVI,
Memorandum of a Conference With the President, White House,
Washington, July 31, 1956, p.p. 62- 64.

BY schweizerisches Bundesarchiv, Nr. 12902, Suez Crisis (1956), L'Affaire de
Suez,Rapport Politique, Politische Berichte und Briefe, Militdrberichte,
Band 110 (1956-1956), Conversation avec le chef-adjoint des affaires
politiques au Quai, Confidentiel, Paris, le 31, Juillet, 1956, p. 1-2.

52 1bid, p. 2.

33) NSA, Loc. Cit., p. 12.
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Memorandum of a Conversation, Palais de Chaillot, Paris, December 14,
1956, p.1302.

58 |bid, p. 1303.

59 |bid, p. 1305.

©9 FR.U.S., 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31, 1956, Vol. XV,
Telegram From the Embassy in Egypt to the Department of State, Cairo,
December 2, 1956, p. 1234.
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63 NSA, Loc. Cit., p. 14.

64 F R.U.S., 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26—December 31, 1956, Volume XVI,
Telegram From the Embassy in Egypt to the Department of State, Cairo,
December 2, 1956, p. 1235.
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Government Printing Office Washington, November 26, 1956, p. 839,
F.R.U.S., 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26—December 31, 1956, Volume XVI,
Telegram From the Embassy in France to the Department of State, Paris,
November 12, 1956, p. 1120, And F.R.U.S., 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26—
December 31, 1956, Vol. XVI, Message From Prime Minister Eden to
President Eisenhower, London, November 7, 1956, p. 1061.
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Germany, Great Britain, France and ltaly, And D. G, Series D, (1937-1945) Vol. VI,
No. 139, Memorandum by the e State Secretary, Berlin, March 31, 1939, p. 174.

69 FR.U.S., 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31, 1956, Vol. XVI,
Telegram From the Embassy in France to the Department of State, Paris,
November 12, 1956, p. 1119.
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" he Department of State, Bulletin, Vol. XXXV, No. 909, President Eisenhower’s
Reply, November 10, Government Printing Office Washington , November 26,
1956, p. 839.
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) FR.U.S., 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26 — December 31, 1956, Vol. XVI,

Memorandum of a Conversation, Message from the French Government to
the President, Loc. Cit., p.p. 1024-1025.

(74) F.R.U.S., 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26 — December 31, 1956, Vol. XVI
,Telegram From the Department of State to the Embassy in Egypt,
Washington, November 6, 1956, p. 1032.
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Telegramm Nr. 37, FDEA/Federal Office of Foreign Economic Affairs TO
Swisslegation Embassy in Washington, Bern, 21 November 1956, p.p. 1-2.
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Schweizerisches Bundesarchiv:

— Nr. 12902, Suez Crisis (1956), L'Affaire de Suez,Rapport Politique, Politische
Berichte und Briefe, Militdrberichte, Band 110 (1956-1956),
Conversation avec le chef-adjoint des affaires politiques au Quai,
Confidentiel, Paris, le 31, Juillet, 1956.

— Nr. 49738, Suez Crisis (1956), Minutes of negotiations of the Federal Council
(PVCF-D) , Séance inofficielle du dans le bureau de M. le Conseiller
fédéral Etter, Démarche des ambassadeurs de Grande-Bretagne et de
France, Bern, 7, 8, 1956.

— Nr. 40908, Luftpost, Crude Oil and natural gas, Betrifft: Rohdlversorgung
Europas, Letter (L), Legation of Switzerland Washington, 15 August
1956.

— Nr. 40909, Crude Oil and natural gas, Rohdlversorgung Europas, Letter (L),
LEGATION de Suisse Washington D. C., 14 September 1956.

— Nr. 40910, Crude Oil and natural gas, Energy and raw materials Transit and

transport ltaly (Economy) Suez Crisis (1956), Telegramm, Nr. 37,
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FDEA/Federal Office of Foreign Economic Affairs TO Swisslegation

Embassy in Washington, Bern, 21 November 1956.
— Nr. 40911, Memo (No), Crude Oil and natural gas, Note pour le Chef du
Département, Approvisionnement de I'Europe en pétrole, Berne, 23
Novembre 1956.
riay ) (5 1)
FO 371/124411, Petrol rationing in Switzerland following Suez Canal crisis, 1956.
1Sy ) (35
Foreign Relation of the United States (F. R.U.S): 1955 — 1957, Suez Crisis, July
26 — December 31, 1956, Vol. XVI,
— Memorandum of a Conference With the President, White House, Washington,
July 31, 1956.
— Memorandum of a Conference With the President, White House, Washington,
July 31, 1956.

— Memorandum of a Conversation, Message from the French Government to the

President, Washington, November 6, 1956.

— Telegram From the Department of State to the Embassy in Egypt, Washington,
November 6, 1956.

— Message From Prime Minister Eden to President Eisenhower, London,
November 7, 1956.

— Telegram From the Embassy in France to the Department of State, Paris,
November 12, 1956.

— Telegram From the Mission at the United Nations to the Department of State,
New York, November 27, 1956.

— Telegram from the Embassy in Egypt to the Department of State, Cairo,
December 2, 1956.

— Memorandum of a Conversation, Palais de Chaillot, Paris, December 14, 1956.
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DEPARTMENT of STATE ARCHIVE (U.S.):

— The Office of Electronic Information, Bureau of Public Affairs, a portal for

information from the U.S., Suez Crisis, 1956.

— Office of the Historian, Home Milestones (1953-1960), The Suez Crisis, 1956.

National Security Agency (U.S.) (N. S. A.):

— United States Cryptologic History, Special Series, Crisis Collection, Vol.2, The
Suez Crisis, DOCID (4165421), Office of Archives and History, 1988.

— The Department of State, Bulletin:

— Vol. XXXV, No. 909, Swiss Proposal for Meeting of Five Chiefs of Government,
Text of Invitation, November 6, Government Printing Office
Washington, November 26, 1956.

Yale Law School:

— THE AVALON PROJECT Documents in Law, History and Diplomacy, Agreement
concluded at Munich, September 29, 1938, between Germany, Great
Britain, France and ltaly.
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United Nations General Assembly (UNGA):

— A/RES/997 (ES-l), Calling for an Immediate Cease-Fire (The Suez Crisis), New
York, 2 November, 1956.
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Documents on German Foreign Policy (1918-1945) (D.G.)

— Series D, (1937-1945) Vol. VI, No. 139, Memorandum by the e State Secretary,
Berlin, March 31, 1939.
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— Encyclopedia Britannica, Suez Crisis, Middle East, 1956, Last Updated: Mar 13,
2025.
— Rickenbacher, Daniel, Switzerland in the Suez Crisis, blog national museum,
Suiss, 12/11/2021.
— Trachsler, Daniel, "Petitpierre, Max", in: Historisches Lexikon der Schweiz
(HLS), Version vom 22.04.2014.
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