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Hungary and the Emigration of Soviet Jews to the Occupied

Palestinian Territory (1989-1991)
Abstract:

The late 1980s period witnessed a fundamental transformation in Soviet
emigration policies. Political changes led to an intensive wave of Jewish
emigration, primarily directed toward lIsrael, the occupying power of
Palestinian territories, reaching its peak during 1989-1991. However, this
depended not only on the protests of Arab states and the delicate balance
of power that characterised the last period of the Cold War, but also on
fundamental factors such as the limited transport capacity of available air
routes. Hungary's role as a facilitator in the technical management of the
emigration process was therefore particularly important, especially during
the first and most intensive phase of the 1990-1991 migration wave. The
authors' aim is to present this period, with a special focus on the
background and trends of the emigration of Soviet Jews, the impact of the
process on the international environment and the consequences of
Hungarian involvement, mainly on the basis of relevant Hungarian Archival
sources of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs located at the Hungarian National
Archives (MNL OL), and the documents of MALEV, further to some other

published sources of books, articles, and newspapers.
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