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Trends in Opinion Writers in the Israeli Press on
the War in Gaza: An Analytical Study
Mutlag Saud Almutiri
Hebshi Thayed Alshammari

Abstract:

This study examines the framing strategies employed by
Israeli authors, with a particular emphasis on areas of consensus
and divergence across the political spectrum—Ieft, right, and
center—to assess whether Israeli media conform to the principles
of ethical journalism. The main research question focuses on
investigating the media frames adopted by Israeli outlets, with the
aim of shaping a pro-war public opinion regarding the Gaza
conflict, as well as evaluating the extent to which those outlets
adhere to ethical standards.

A comprehensive analysis was conducted on the framing of
40 opinion pieces as asa purposive sample published in three
Israeli newspapers—Haaretz, Yedioth Ahronoth, and Makor
Rishon—over the period from July to November, 2024. The
analysis revealed a broad spectrum of divergent perspectives on
Israel's political and military crises, underscoring the profound
divisions within Israeli society and between media outlets aligned
with either the pro-government or opposition stance.

The study concluded that Haaretz consistently critiques the
government and the military, attributing responsibility to them for
the situation in Gaza and the West Bank, highlighting the adverse
effects on national security and international relations, and calling
for political reform. Yedioth Ahronoth expresses concerns about
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s leadership and the
potential threats to Israel’s international standing, while endorsing
his military strategies and framing Hamas as a threat to Western
audiences. In contrast, Makor Rishon strongly supports Netanyahu
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and the Right-wing government, sharply condemns Hamas, and
calls for a harsh retaliatory response, while dismissing the Left's
criticisms as politically motivated. Those varied perspectives
underscore not only the fragmentation of Israeli public opinion and
the intricacies of the conflict but also highlight the plurality of
narratives that redefine the concepts of leadership, security, and
accountability during periods of national crisis.

Keywords: Gaza War, narratives, opinion articles, media,
journalistic frames.
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