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Abstract:

Amid the accelerating environmental transformations that call for a
fundamental questioning of humanity's relationship with its ecological
surroundings, art—especially theatre—assumes a central role in
deconstructing these existential dilemmas and their symbolic
representations. As environmental anxieties grow and threats to life
sustainability intensify, artistic performance, particularly theatrical work,
emerges as a dynamic communicative act capable of shaping collective
awareness and stimulating societal dialogue around critical issues.

This study seeks to examine how pessimistic environmental discourse
takes form in the Egyptian audience's consciousness through narrative
structures, rhetorical strategies, and potential audience interactions. The
central question examines how this discourse manifests in contemporary
Egyptian theatre and the communicative and rhetorical mechanisms it
employs to influence perception.

The study adopts a communicative rhetorical framework based on
James Phelan's narrative theory, in addition to discourse analysis and
cultural hermeneutics that link dramatic texts to their broader
environmental and social contexts. These tools are applied to the
contemporary play "Family Blocked" as a concentrated case study of
dramatic expression of environmental concerns.

This research contributes to understanding the role of Egyptian theatre
in articulating ecological anxiety and shaping environmental awareness,
offering an in-depth reading of how artistic discourse functions as a
rhetorical device that provokes societal reflection on environmental issues.

Keywords:

Contemporary  Egyptian  Theatre, Family Blocked, Pessimistic
Environmental Discourse, Rhetorical Communication, James Phelan.
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