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Abstract:

This study explores the theme of "The Image of the King in
"Rawdat al-‘Uqul" by Muhammad ibn Ghazi al-Maltiwi, viewing it
as a reflection of the intellectual, political, and social structures
of his era. The research proceeds from the premise that Persian
ethical and didactic literature plays a crucial role in uncovering
the cultural visions underlying the texts, considering that the
image of the king is not merely a narrative component but rather
a symbolic construct that reveals the nature of the relationship
between ruler and subjects, as well as the values of justice,
wisdom, and tyranny within society.

The study employs the descriptive-analytical method combined
with the historical approach, highlighting the features of the
royal image in its historical context. It analyzes the texts that
portray the image of the just and wise king in contrast to the
tyrannical ruler, whose depiction reflects deviation from the ideal
model of authority.

The research concludes that Muhammad ibn Ghazi al-Maltiwi,
through his tales, presented a complex image of the king that
intertwines moral, political, and religious dimensions, rendering
the king’s character a mirror of the society’s values and ideals.
The findings further reveal that the image of the king in these
texts was not a mere individual reflection but rather a deliberate
artistic construct intended to guide and educate the audience
toward the optimal model of governance and authority.
Keywords: Marzban-nama, Rawdat al-‘Uqul, Muhammad ibn
Ghazi, didactic literature, the king, image of the king.
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