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The Papal Institution’s Strategy In Dealing With Islam In The
Thirteenth Century AD: An Analytical And Critical Study.
Ayedh Saad Aldosari
Department Of Islamic Studies, King Saud University, Riyadh,
Kingdom Of Saudi Arabia.
Email: ayedh1_d@hotmail.com

Abstract:

This study explores the strategic approach adopted by the Catholic
Papal institution in its engagement with Islam during the 13th century
CE, viewing it as a significant religious and political actor within the
medieval European context. The research reveals the theological and
political dimensions that shaped the Papacy’s position toward Islam,
highlighting how the institution pursued two parallel tracks in its
dealings: the path of hard power, manifested in the Crusades, the
Reconquista, the Inquisition, and military alliances with the Mongols;
and the path of soft power, which was represented by the establishment
of various monastic orders focused on missionary work and the
development of Christian apologetics aimed at constructing a defensive
intellectual framework. This effort necessitated the establishment of
academic institutions for the study of Arabic, with the aim of engaging
Muslims in dialogue, influencing their beliefs, and persuading them of
Christian doctrines. The research is grounded in a central hypothesis:
that the Papal institution did not rely solely on military means in its
confrontation with Islam but also sought to construct a comprehensive
intellectual and institutional project, which later contributed to the
emergence of Orientalism. The study further demonstrates that this
strategy stemmed from a Papal vision that perceived Islam as a
religious and geopolitical challenge requiring a calculated response.
Employing a critical historical analysis of official documents,
decisions, and practices issued by the Papal authority, the study
contextualizes these actions within their 13th-century religious and
political frameworks. It aims to provide an accurate understanding of
the Papacy’s objectives and mechanisms in dealing with Islam. The
study concludes that understanding the historical relationship between
Islam and the Church—particularly during this pivotal period—is
essential for cultivating a civilizational awareness that contributes to
building genuine interfaith dialogue grounded in historical transparency
and mutual understanding.

Keywords: Papal Institution; Crusades; Catholic Church; Inquisitions,
Missionization; Strategy; Orientalism.
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(1) See: Constantinos Georgiou, Preaching the Crusades to the Eastern
Mediterranean, p. 22-23.

(2) See: Constantinos Georgiou, Preaching the Crusades to the Eastern
Mediterranean, p.23.
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(1) See: Constantinos Georgiou, Preaching the Crusades to the Eastern
Mediterranean, p. 1.

(2) See: Asaf Hussain, The ideology of orientalism, p. 5-6.

(3) See: Jonathan Riley—Smith, Christian Violence and the Crusades (Religious
Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 14.

(4) See: Robert Chazan, The Anti-Jewish Violence of 1096: Perpetrators and
Dynamics (Religious Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 36, Constantinos
Georgiou, Preaching the Crusades to the Eastern Mediterranean, p. 105.
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(3) See: Constantinos Georgiou, Preaching the Crusades to the Eastern
Mediterranean, p. 1.

(4) See: Christoph Maier, Crusade Propaganda and Ideology: Model Sermons for the
Preaching of the Cross, p. 3.

(5) Constantinos Georgiou, Preaching the Crusades to the Eastern Mediterranean, p.
1. See also: Christoph Maier, Crusade Propaganda and Ideology: Model
Sermons for the Preaching of the Cross, p. 3.
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(2) See: Jonathan Riley—Smith, Christian Violence and the Crusades (Religious
Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 14, Constantinos Georgiou, Preaching
the Crusades to the Eastern Mediterranean, p. 8.
(3) See: Jonathan Riley—Smith, Christian Violence and the Crusades (Religious
Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 15.
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(1) See: Christoph Maier, Crusade Propaganda and Ideology: Model Sermons for the
Preaching of the Cross, p. 3.
(2) See: Robert Chazan, The Anti-Jewish Violence of 1096: Perpetrators and
Dynamics (Religious Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 36.
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(5) See: Jeremy Cohen, Christian Theology and Anti-Jewish Violence in the Middle
Ages: Connections and Disjunctions (Religious Violence between Christians and
Jews), p. 48.
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(3) See: Jeremy Cohen, Christian Theology and Anti-Jewish Violence in the Middle
Ages: Connections and Disjunctions (Religious Violence between Christians and
Jews), p. 51.
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(5) See: Valentin Portnykh, An Unknown Short Version of the Treatise De
predicatione sancte crucis by Humbert of Romans, p. 721,
(6) See: Jonathan Riley—Smith, Christian Violence and the Crusades (Religious
Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 15.
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(2) See: Valentin Portnykh, An Unknown Short Version of the Treatise De
predicatione sancte crucis by Humbert of Romans, pp. 723-724, Jonathan Riley-
Smith, Christian Violence and the Crusades (Religious Violence between
Christians and Jews), p. 15, Christoph Maier, Crusade Propaganda and Ideology:
Model Sermons for the Preaching of the Cross, p. 12.

(3) See: Valentin Portnykh, An Unknown Short Version of the Treatise De
predicatione sancte crucis by Humbert of Romans, p. 725.

(4) See: Valentin Portnykh, An Unknown Short Version of the Treatise De
predicatione sancte crucis by Humbert of Romans, p. 728.

(5) See: Jonathan Riley—Smith, Christian Violence and the Crusades (Religious
Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 15.

(6) See: Christoph Maier, Crusade Propaganda and Ideology: Model Sermons for the
Preaching of the Cross, p. 10.
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(1) See: Christoph Maier, Crusade Propaganda and Ideology: Model Sermons for the
Preaching of the Cross, p. 29.
(2) See: Gavin Langmuir, At the Frontiers of Faith (Religious Violence between
Christians and Jews), p. 146.
(3) Israel Jacob Yuval, ‘They tell lies: you ate the man’: Jewish Reactions to Ritual
Murder Accusations (Religious Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 99.
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(4) See: Constantinos Georgiou, Preaching the Crusades to the Eastern
Mediterranean, p. 1.
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Michael Lower, Tunis in 1270: A Case Study of Interfaith Relations in the Late
Thirteenth Century, p. 506.
(2) See: Jonathan Riley—Smith, Christian Violence and the Crusades (Religious
Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 12.
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(4) See: Samuel Zwemer, Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems, p. Ae.
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(6) See: Samuel Zwemer, Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems, p. 3,
David Morgan, The Mongols, p. 18e.



\VY

a_ﬂ_\.w\ e ‘;\ ‘;\.\Lal\ d\s;‘}_” [KYS (SRR u.a.u)ad\ u.\.\;\.ﬂ\ uaa_\ \Js A&j
(G5 gy Akéa 3aal g dale 5 Y Jtm N el e cduit ol Blet
u,og_\\}au\ u.ué\.u\.ﬂ\ a_aLc\)_\S\ chaue@_aaué\.c‘)unj MJ\A.A Lu\.\
A pe 5 2l ¢ Ui G (s Al dea e el YT g YT s dea
lad ) Tyl ujﬁj\@&dﬂmmm i a8 3 agie
Al il 3an & Gl G cpalad) DU e Jagl g5l sl
led (s, 15 8 RO DU G e al D A cplall
3 el 100 usS;L@_\SS‘Lg}SS\ aelalaial 3 3l 3 cllag g8 4D Bl
Ogelsall el gu g guarn Job Aaalll oda s agla ) amy Gy
e e CS1y ol BN a4 Goal AW Gl

O ) das i 5 jlaall Aall 5y e culS L)

oSS 21 e g g : gl el

Ga aul agde |5l Ha S dabiie Uoa Lilud Juad B o saaenall Ty
dailia gy A0 bl spadl (e =33 é_\;u.\.\ «The Reconquista ala_uaY!
Sy sl gadl e el il iy ey pe JelS (i g
Lol 538 T Boatul y cagindl st Gaaladll adag Jledll (e ALY
Fosdl s LS Ly die coall od el &5 sy ol o
i S OBl G o p,0 4l 48) il il
soad 4l e Lla DL sl dal) sy clad) e Gl aaladl
Bl s ml 75y 3V s et cpaladl 3yl s o2yl

el g cAilagye Aniy (YAO=YAL tya X 2o all cBiaually Gl ¢ Suiail a9 ol 2 ksl
Js Ja,lSl duwge AV =Av ipa caugiall Gasa (B dy @Dl @ el & Dliall g jal)
AL tpa Y e all o pana ¢ Jlig

e Caggun ¢ sm iy uazs ) 0 A 1ua e dsrall puanll 3 DY) allall ¢l gud algs kil (1)
Gulaall Cigyall Gl Jase cAflagye 4y FYE5 ¥aa-Y00 1pa il ozl Y1 8 aleall
AY0 1ha dausiall gaga dy ) 3yddl

Jase cAfugyE Ay VTG VNI 5 VYR sia call Allad) gl e il ola disd 1ok ()
N e g AY=AL tga daugidl Gags s oY) Gt b bl g all gl

XY 20a duid) ol Y 8 dlead) e Gy o0y sa il g puas (1)

t0m oY e all ciagdlly Gyl ¢ Suiadl yusn ol 1o ipa calealls Bullall celly oLl : kil ()
AA

¥V ga cau il Gasa by (S Gl (b Baball Cugsall g Sa e gt 455 ()

Aaall G Y plalell (0 Al 4y ¢ J5Y) Guliall Aleall & Gualiall 3 e o) digae Jagia dia ()
pllall 3okl Jali & 5 e Aiiall (8 & Js Aaifl) i e 5 le 3 pSue 553 3 e gl s



\VA

s L i daly clalas cia g gl S 1S cly
Lolia Coa Blely Goa) Al cilalas a5 4 e e S0
Jisara il paial Gy Say L= gl @ sndaall o813 (ellaa
ooy cpaadl gl e leise Fius At aa Al G5k~ ais)
(3 ,hs

aa palay & e g i oy o aleall g all 5 S8 52V 5 s
DS el el g S E bl Al (e i ety S el
S5 A1 5550 3 4Alals DY) B sl e Al s
Al F sl s Cum Ja Laid DY) Teal sal Loaey (5 S0 ADILY)
:(a90Y) Augustin Fliche (i liue f i€l 5,6 & Gaadid
A e ) Allell 2 laal of @ S S (ULl e sals (oadl allad) G
Aladl) cliplall 4 Jadly cwlS 1%ay Shulall eDlall 5 %8l
2 ) Q0a® Jled olail ciin s L jh Cogin e iy 38 Fagloall (g yall
oA pas (#) +VY) Pope Alexander Il Gl JJ..IS.m\ Ll tea
ol Gl e 5 kel g il gial ity mdall olel s iy ey e
(1 Gyl L saey e (u (Ollia o o Liland g UMLM;\ 053k
ol dals a0 Als 00 AR i Lilad 8 a0 dis Al )

el el o e 4@l ey ) 4 ey u.d.u%{\ Jd e 4y culs oDl
O Glo a3 yia o [opulall oo ddila cafigh " ralull Jghy Cus (@)Y /200 )
cleia pgailel Algs Guall cul€y.. . pudaiY) (e aly aay Tl @l e | gSLaiy ‘uﬂ\-uj Lelal (e ol
copgelaldl Caoliaw] .. 4500 o) Jl g cAiiia ye gy (A8 yite elllae o HLEN D e )58 5l
agillly (a1 +99) S ol LY cpmse Gaite daae Saedl 5 5la LIS DU of 1pis ol s
By .¥1-Yo :pa dduball Gigyall pac UAA.U\AA Al 53 (?\\ '1) €F‘L"“ oalla u-‘:,;“"
‘_,;Lg_.i, ¢Jalsl) u\h@w\ Guall 5y of Ui caidl) 1aa Bl il Jgy easall Gl
ol pa i b clay a8 el calaly DY) o pliaill ALK ALl (udie Giya cailS Lgtida
Paul E. Chevedden, The Islamic View and the : kil . 3Lyl G bl als o Js
Christian View of the Crusades: A New Synthesis, p. 184.

A AY iga oY 2o Sl asadly Gl o Saialil o0 ol 2 kil (1)

(2) See: Samuel Zwemer, Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems, p. 3.
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(5) See: Gavin Langmuir, At the Frontiers of Faith (Religious Violence between

Christians and Jews), p. 142.

AN tga oY e el (aaadl \:'J,)Ji ¢ Sauindi) 3190 )Ly HEV-Y (1)



\va

bl DU o s A Zadeal) edaall S ) o )
cOpalusall Ay jladd lgnds pa 3L 8 Lpbiall agoja 38 e 23 Y (Gl A
Sl Gl s oS5 (oAl 8 Dplaall e laall 4 jlad A 4udt gaall aa
9 el phe peadll ol s eDlbdh el o 8 A ikl
)Gl e an2 5k s aelall e 5Ll

sl 5 5l 5 Al s malad 1532l (ala ) 2 sa ol Ty 3Sa
sl €5 5500 5 oLl g5 el 00 L g sl 32
b TS SIS Hal il ) apdati g Z D) dal (e Jam L 17,88 3 gl
o sl s ZOlay) Sy YL b Gends bdng Gl
Ales s Jatyll AShee (g peall Bas s g (a6 paad) ol
Omnpanall el e G gl peall T 8 e A5 sl A sall A3A culS g (AlLSS
s A B el el ol e a el Plia) e pgnier Libad b
sl asay il ge a1, JROLY LY g wasy
ol 8 Gy cpeledl JEE GLu) el i) 45l
Bl aginie Cym liadl Dgma el s ula D Uoa blael
oralaall gaf e Lgise iy Al g il il pally ol ) D 3
Lalla

Ae Ceals oLV Godd 4 Lalal Bl calS
DLall e GIAN o A ol i ol s Ll ol LS
ey o Lol dwsall OS5 —Audal ods aldal dae i e g
Calai Cua GA2OLY) el bagin b (il am Balall el
slins e a5 Majorca iy WLl o 8 44 jis Al

]

AE zpa el allall g s ol sl £ kil ()

o il LY Al g5l o sl @ gsliall mea g @) 01 ple b il s Jai ()
2o 15l copalad) gl e (Ll 53 Jledll ol 3 a8 ) Barbastro sl
a5y lo uih gu i IS dhan” 1 Suiplil 590 Ol U5 cpeie (i 0o Ll cdla )l gl
A ipa oY e sall Aiaguall Ug sl okl Anaall o g jeall 3l gal) Gl Uk

AR zga oY e el cdasnaly Gyl ¢ Saiadd) 0 oz kil (1)

(4) See: Constantinos Georgiou, Preaching the Crusades to the Eastern

Mediterranean, p. 72.
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(1) See: David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean, pp.
338-339.
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(3) See: David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean, p.
339.
(4) See: Hiroshi Takayama, Law and monarchy in the south (ltaly in the Central
Middle Ages), pp. 71-72.
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(1) See: David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean, pp.
339-341.

(2) See: David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean, p.
340.

(3) See: David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean, p.
340.

(4) See: Jeremy Cohen, Christian Theology and Anti-Jewish Violence in the Middle
Ages: Connections and Disjunctions (Religious Violence between Christians and
Jews), p. 47, Jonathan Riley—Smith, Christian Violence and the Crusades
(Religious Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 11.

(5) See: Jonathan Riley—Smith, Christian Violence and the Crusades (Religious
Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 11.
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(2) See: Jonathan Riley—Smith, Christian Violence and the Crusades (Religious
Violence between Christians and Jews), p. 10.
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(4) See: Ergun Mehmet Caner and Emir Fethi Caner, Christian Jihad, p. 183.

(5) See: Kocku von Stuckrad, The Brill Dictionary of Religion, p. 942-943,
Christopher Thomas Anglim, Encyclopedia of Religion and the Law in America, p.
177, F. L. Cross, E. A. Livingstone, The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian
Church, p. 836.
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(1) See: Charles Taliaferro and Elsa J. Marty, A Dictionary of Philosophy of Religion,
p. 68, Kocku von Stuckrad, The Brill Dictionary of Religion, p. 942-943, F. L.
Cross, E. A. Livingstone, The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, p. 836.
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(3) See: Geoffrey Parrinder, The Routledge Dictionary of Religious and Spiritual
Quotations, p. 172 and 174.
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(2) See: Charles Taliaferro and Elsa J. Marty, A Dictionary of Philosophy of Religion,
p. 68.
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(4) See: F. L. Cross, E. A. Livingstone, The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian

Church, p. 497.
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(6) See: Charles Taliaferro and Elsa J. Marty, A Dictionary of Philosophy of Religion,
p. 68.
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(1) See: James Dennis, Christian Missions and Social Progress: A Sociological
Study of Foreign Missions, Vol. 3, p. 407.
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(3) See: David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean, pp.
343.
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(5) David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean, pp. 343.
(6) See: Samuel Zwemer, Arabia: The Cradle of Islam, p. 407, Samuel Zwemer,
Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems, p. 45.
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Samuel Zwemer, Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems, p. 52-53.
(7) See: Samuel Zwemer, Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems, p. 81 and
86.
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(1) See: Samuel Zwemer, Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems, p. 83-84,
David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean, pp. 343-
344.

(2) See: David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean, pp.
343-344, Samuel Zwemer, Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems, p.
88-96.
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(3) Samuel Zwemer, Arabia: The Cradle of Islam, p. 314-315.

(4) Samuel Zwemer, Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems, p. XXIl.
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(2) See: David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean, pp.
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(5) See: Schein Sylvia, The Image of the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem in the
Thirteenth Century, p. 715, Iris Shagrir, The Fall of Acre as a Spiritual Crisis: The
Letters of Riccoldo of Monte Croce, p. 1117.
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tarjamatu: mueayn al'ilmama, (baghdad: dar almadaa lilthagafat
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* bueimamat fatimati, mawqif alsalibiiyn min alyahud fi aleusur
alwusta, (aljazayar: dawriat albahithi, aleadadu: 6, 2012ma.(

e jurj jbur, mae aqtirab aldhikraa al900 lishani hurub alfirinjat
ealaa alearabi: hal yanbaghi ealaa alfatikan 'an yugadim
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