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Abstract: 
This study explores the strategic approach adopted by the Catholic 

Papal institution in its engagement with Islam during the 13th century 

CE, viewing it as a significant religious and political actor within the 

medieval European context. The research reveals the theological and 

political dimensions that shaped the Papacy’s position toward Islam, 

highlighting how the institution pursued two parallel tracks in its 

dealings: the path of hard power, manifested in the Crusades, the 

Reconquista, the Inquisition, and military alliances with the Mongols; 

and the path of soft power, which was represented by the establishment 

of various monastic orders focused on missionary work and the 

development of Christian apologetics aimed at constructing a defensive 

intellectual framework. This effort necessitated the establishment of 

academic institutions for the study of Arabic, with the aim of engaging 

Muslims in dialogue, influencing their beliefs, and persuading them of 

Christian doctrines. The research is grounded in a central hypothesis: 

that the Papal institution did not rely solely on military means in its 

confrontation with Islam but also sought to construct a comprehensive 

intellectual and institutional project, which later contributed to the 

emergence of Orientalism. The study further demonstrates that this 

strategy stemmed from a Papal vision that perceived Islam as a 

religious and geopolitical challenge requiring a calculated response. 

Employing a critical historical analysis of official documents, 

decisions, and practices issued by the Papal authority, the study 

contextualizes these actions within their 13th-century religious and 

political frameworks. It aims to provide an accurate understanding of 

the Papacy’s objectives and mechanisms in dealing with Islam. The 

study concludes that understanding the historical relationship between 

Islam and the Church—particularly during this pivotal period—is 

essential for cultivating a civilizational awareness that contributes to 

building genuine interfaith dialogue grounded in historical transparency 

and mutual understanding. 

Keywords: Papal Institution; Crusades; Catholic Church; Inquisitions, 

Missionization; Strategy; Orientalism. 
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