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Abstract

This study examines the forms of national resistance
against French colonialism in the Republic of Chad. Prior to
exploring the resistance movements, it is essential to highlight
the role of Rabih ibn Fadl Allah, a prominent historical figure
born in 1846 in a village in the Bahr el-Ghazal region of present-
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day Sudan. Raised in a militaristic environment, Rabih joined the
army of Zubayr Pasha and became one of his key allies. His
military prowess and bravery emerged through various
campaigns aimed at expanding territorial control and exploiting
local resources, including copper mines .During the same period,
France was among the most aggressive European powers in its
expansion across the African continent. Following its occupation
of Algeria in 1830, France extended its colonial reach to
countries such as Senegal, Mauritania, Guinea, C6te d'lvoire,
and eventually to Central Africa, including Chad, Gabon, the
Central African Republic, and the Congo. By 1899, French
forces had reached Lake Chad, employing various illegitimate
means to occupy strategic areas, leading to numerous armed
confrontations. These encounters witnessed the sacrifice of many
unarmed resisters and devoted patriots .One of the most
significant battles during this era was the Battle of Kousséri in
Cameroon, where Rabih ibn Fadl Allah was killed. Concurrently,
resistance emerged in the Kingdom of Kanem-Bornu, marking
the first clash between local forces and the French military in
1899. Resistance continued in the Kingdom of Wadai, especially
under Sultan Dud Murrah. A notable battle took place in Al-
Baraka Al-Zarga, in Umm Hajar, on Monday morning, February
1, 1908, which was strategically led by Commander Muhammad
Al-Bajouri .Further confrontations followed, including the Battle
of Wadi Shawk in March 1909—a region characterized by dense
vegetation and abundant water resources. Another pivotal battle
occurred near the city of Abéché, in Tishtshi, on June 2, 1909,
when joint French and Aseel forces attacked and occupied the
city amid fierce resistance from the local inhabitants.
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