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Abstract:

Place is one of the most prominent and dominant elements in
literary texts whether poetic or narrative. It appears as a guiding
force within the text, framing and containing its events, while also
expressing its purposes and elucidating its issues especially when
place becomes the axis and center of the literary work.

There are literary texts in which place emerges clearly and
vividly, drawing the attention of critics and researchers to study its
presence and uncover its poetic dimensions.

Among such works is the literary output of Ibrahim Abdullah
Muftah, in both his poetry and prose. This study seeks to uncover
the aesthetics of spatial representations within his poetic works.

The study is multifaceted reflecting the diversity of spatial
forms in Muftah’s writings and examines the role of place in
shaping the aesthetic texture of his literary texts.

In Muftah’s poetry, place functions as a social symbol when
the poet sings of his homeland or his nation’s causes. It also
assumes an emotional dimension when he expresses the deep
feelings of love and longing within his soul through the tools of
personified space, portraying place as a woman endowed with
beauty, charm, and radiance.

Muftah - a son of the island of Farasan -uses place in a natural
and authentic manner when describing the features of his island: its
sea and shores, the depths of that sea and its pearls, its villages and
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wells, its winding paths, and the memories of his friends beneath
the shade of its palm trees.

These manifestations of place in Muftah’s works form the
central focus of this study, which seeks to explore their artistic and
aesthetic dimensions.

Keywords: Spatial identity, Social dimension, Emotional
dimension, Poetic representations, Aesthetics.
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