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Conclusion
By examining the symbolic connotations of burial rituals among the
Israelites and pre-Islamic Arabs, it becomes clear that death among the
Israelites was a complex intermingling of rituals, beliefs, and rites. For
example, the Israelites did not know the coffin; the deceased was carried on a
stretcher, followed by mourners. As for burial, the deceased was placed in a
grave, and covering the body with dirt was an unavoidable duty. Failure to
bury the deceased was the most abhorrent thing afflicting the deceased. One
of the greatest good deeds performed by the living was to bury the body of a
deceased person, and even a criminal must be buried. Signs of mourning
included tearing off one's upper garments and wearing a mourning cloak.
The bereaved would beat their chest, walk bareheaded and barefoot, shave
their hair, and trim or trim their beard. It was also customary for the living to
fast in mourning for the deceased. All of these rituals and customs are
attributed to the offerings that were sometimes presented to the dead, and
most of them trace back to Canaanite or other Eastern rituals. As for the pre-
Islamic Arabs, their burial rituals were related to the remaining heavenly
religions, especially the monotheistic religion. With the passage of time,
these ideas and actions became ingrained in the memory despite the
emergence of paganism in Arab society. It was the custom of the Arabs to
sprinkle wine on the grave. Among the rituals of being dutiful to the dead

and trying to preserve their memory, the Arabs would slaughter their camels
and sprinkle their blood on the graves, believing that the occupant of the
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grave had slaughtered animals for guests during his lifetime. This was an
acknowledgment of his deeds and an imitation of his generosity. This ritual
may have been related to the custom of the Arabs before Islam, which was
sacrificing animals to idols. They would slaughter camels or sheep and then
leave them alone, so that no human or beast would turn away from them.
Among the funeral ceremonies imposed by Arab society on the family of the
deceased was shaving the hair, with which the woman declared her mourning
for the deceased by giving up what adorned her and showed her beauty.
When a woman’s husband died, she would wear her worst clothes for a year,
not touching water, trimming her nails, or removing any hair out of loyalty
and grief for him. It is thus clear that man's view of death from the earliest
times to the most recent, and the way he dealt with the dead body in terms of
burial rituals, methods, and types of burials, did not differ much, although
they differed in form, but they were similar in content.
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