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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the impact of exposure to social
media on shaping Egyptian audiences’ attitudes toward media
coverage of the war between Iran and Israel in June 2025.
This was a short-term war that lasted only twelve days but
received wide follow-up from Arab and Egyptian audiences.
The study sought to explore the nature of the relationship
between the intensity of social media use, the level of
dependence on it, and the public’s attitudes toward both
traditional and digital media coverage of the crisis.

The study adopted the descriptive survey method, using an
electronic questionnaire applied to a purposive sample of
(400) social media users in Egypt, during the period from July
1 to August 1, 2025, directly after the end of the war. The
theoretical framework relied on Habermas’ Public Sphere
Theory and Media Dependency Theory.

The findings confirmed a positive statistically significant
correlation between the intensity of social media use and
audience attitudes toward media coverage of the crisis.
Statistically significant differences were also found among
respondents in their degree of reliance on social media to
obtain information about the war according to demographic
variables (age, place of residence, educational level).

Results also indicated that a higher level of trust in digital
content was associated with increased reliance on social
media during the war. The study revealed that 87.7% of
respondents use social media regularly, and more than half of
them (56%) relied on it consistently to follow war news.
Facebook ranked first as the main source of information (63%
always), followed by Instagram (36.5% always), while
reliance on YouTube was limited (15.3% always).

Overall dependency levels were distributed as follows: 42.8%
moderate dependency, 35% high dependency, and 22.2% low
dependency. Moreover, 87.2% of respondents believed that
social media played a major role in covering the war.

134

2025— sl asall = g€l T Aralam Jlai¥] Gty DoY) S — Lalvinsall Apailly i) Sley) Al ]




LdleY) dkaail sai (gpadl senll cilaladl Ui b elaa) Jualgl) gilsad (mpeill il
2025 Jhpmd =0l o Gilaay

Among the most prominent ideas circulated across the
platforms were: holding Israel responsible for killing civilians
(23%) and warning of the risk of a third world war if the
conflict continued (18.7%). Audience reactions varied
between feelings of fear and tension (20.9%), a sense of
safety within Egypt (16.6%), and the desire to express
opinions (16%).

Keywords
Exposure to social media / Media coverage /Attitudes /
Egyptian audience / [ran—Israel War (2025) / Public sphere /
Media dependency / International crises / Digital media
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