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Factors for the Absence of Students from the Lessons of Memorizing the Quran in
Jeddah

Fouad Mohammed Al-Ghamdi
Department of Sociology and Social Work, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King
Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to identify the reasons and factors leading to student dropout from
Quran memorization circles in Jeddah Governorate from the perspective of the circle teachers.
It also sought to understand the characteristics of dropouts from the teachers' perspective and
to determine the impact of factors related to the educational environment, the teacher, the
student, and their economic, psychological, and social circumstances. A questionnaire was
distributed to a random sample of 162 students, and the responses were analyzed. The study
concluded that several student-related factors contribute to absenteeism, most notably the
student's perception of the memorization circle as secondary or marginal. Furthermore, several
teacher-related factors contribute to dropout, including a lack of consideration for the student's
psychological state and the absence of financial incentives for teachers. Factors related to the
educational environment, primarily the lack of sessions dedicated to reflecting on the
memorized Quran, were also identified. Other contributing factors include social, economic,
and psychological factors. One of the most important recommendations of the study is to
reinforce the importance and status of Quran memorization circles among students and
highlight their significance by explaining the religious and worldly rewards they gain from
memorizing the Holy Quran and continuing their participation in these circles. The study also
emphasizes the roles of these circles, particularly in character development, spiritual
purification, and nurturing the student's faith as a primary reason for their continued
participation. Furthermore, the study recommends exploring the possibility of providing
financial and non-financial incentives for both students and teachers. It also recommends
establishing disciplinary regulations for absenteeism and lateness, maintaining communication
with parents, and holding regular meetings with them.

Keywords: Student dropout factors, Quran memorization circles, Jeddah, Quran memorization
teachers.
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