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Secrets of Arabic Writing

* Maxime Adel:

University Professor of Arabic Language, Associate Researcher at the Irimam Institute (Institute of
Studies on the Arab and Islamic World, University of Aix—Marseille).

*Email: maximeadel@yahoo.fr

Abstract:

This research seeks to clarify the linguistic and historical meaning of the term "Arabic" and analyze the
Arabic orthographic structure in terms of the number of letters and its written and phonetic development.
It focuses on interpreting a number of orthographic and graphic phenomena that characterize Arabic
script, such as the shape of the "lam-alif,” the hamzah, the shapes of the letters kaf, 'ayn, and nan, as well
as the phenomenon of the distinguishing alif and the extra waw. It also examines the origins, markings,
and origins of vowel signs. The research also examines the inherited calligraphic effects of the Arabic
orthography system, linking them to their roots in the Semitic alphabets, particularly Syriac and
Nabataean. It also presents hypotheses about the Syriac and Nabataean origins of some calligraphic
forms. The research concludes that Arabic script is not an isolated structure, but rather the product of an
intertwined historical, cultural, and linguistic interaction, revealing a continuity in letter forms and

diacritical marks, and a dynamic transformation from ancient scripts to stable, standardized systems.

Key words: Arabic, alphabet, Syriac, Nabataean, development of letters, spelling, vowels, Semitic

influence, history of writing.
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