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Abstract:

Rejection and protest are fundamental emotions that have accompanied humanity throughout history in
its confrontation with oppression and injustice. These emotions represent persistent themes in Arabic
literature, especially in poetry, where poets have addressed them throughout the ages. Poets have
constantly touched on these two phenomena, but they have not received the required research attention.
One of these poets is the pre-Islamic poet Antara bin Shaddad Al-Absi, whose poetry collection contained
numerous expressions of revolt and rejection because of the conditions he was facing in his interactions
with his people and society, which was a major part of his objectives. In light of this, the study's objectives
are to pinpoint the traits of rejection and revolt found in the poetry of Antara bin Shaddad Al-Absi as well
as the elements and justifications for such traits. In this essay, the researchers use a descriptive and
analytical approach to address the research question: how did the poet Antara bin Shaddad express
rejection and revolt in his poetry, and what are the main topics he addresses and raises as a result of this
trait? The research concluded that rejection and revolt in his poetry were linked to the high moral and
societal issues that the Islamic religion later emphasized. Along with opposing slavery and prejudice, he
also was against the idea that someone should be judged solely by the color of their skin, their gender, or
their ethnicity. The relative bond that ties a person to his tribe was another reason for Antara’s rejection
and revolt. In contrast to what his culture at the time believed, he thought that a person's actions
determined their status and honor. Consequently, Antara bin Shaddad's poetry can be considered a

manifestation and expression of social resistance.

Key words: pre-Islamic poetry, morality, revolt, rejection, Antara bin Shaddad.
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