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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the requirements of developing job competencies among public school principals in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by reviewing of the conceptual framework of job competencies, clarifying their concept,
the reasons for adopting them in educational institutions, along with their characteristics, components and theoretical
approaches to its application. The study also addressed the importance of organizing the competencies among school
leaders, its alignment with the goals of Saudi Vision 2030, efforts to develop the job competencies in the education
sector and the local, global challenges which are facing the educational leaders at this field. The study also reviewed a
number of proposed mechanisms for activating and developing of these competencies which would contribute to
improve the leadership performance in schools. The descriptive approach was adopted due to its suitability to the nature
and objectives of the study. This approach helped to analyze the educational phenomenon under study and to achieve a
deeper understanding of the reality of developing the functional competencies of school principals. The study hopes to
contribute, support the educational decision-makers and institutions concerned with developing the school leadership
by preparing of comprehensive national plan to develop the functional competencies of educational leaders. Design
training programs based on a thorough analysis of principals' actual needs, link training to school performance objectives
and leadership evaluation results, establish a national database to monitor and update the training needs, adopt globally
recognized competency models and adapt them to the local environment and strengthen the partnerships with local and
international universities at training centers. Effectively to employ E-learning and distance learning technologies and
involving the educational leaders in designing of training program content.
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