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Title: Gossiping for a Reason — Revised Gossip Functions
Questionnaire (RGFQ)

Abstract: Introduction: According to one prominent theoretical model of
gossip, we gossip for four key reasons: to keep track of our social
networks, to strengthen bonds with others, to manage our reputation, and
to entertain ourselves (Foster, 2004). Foster (2004) has also provided the
Gossip Functions Questionnaire (GFQ) reflecting these four theoretical
functions. Yet, this model has not been empirically derived. Method and
Results: Using a large nationally representative sample we show that this
survey captures the two main functions of gossip: (1) Normative
Function, and (2) Relationship Function. Finally, we modified the GFQ
to capture the two main functions of gossip: the 11-item Revised GFQ.
Current findings open many avenues of research for social,
organizational, and developmental psychologists who are interested in
how and when gossip comes about, and how it affects individuals,
groups, and organizations.

KEYWORDS: Gossip; Gossip Functions Questionnaire; normativity;
social bonding
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Lol (gT) <l pridl) maen 48 Lasi 53 Y gdsaly Cre gdsed &eedWTLI SCF

Ddiat g Laliisam 0,9 e 0 3 A TLLs CFl ad pdiaty (Ses dae Sl 3 54
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(Axdaliie i en @llia &6 o Sy Y Al () T aal g (elS Jalay @l jlanll
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