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Bureaucratic Practices According to Max Weber's Theory in the
Directorates of Education in Palestine's Northern Governorates as
perspective by Secondary School Principals

Abstract
This study aimed to diagnose the reality of bureaucratic practices

according to Max Weber's theory in public secondary schools in the
Northern Governorates of Palestine from the principals' perspective. It
also sought to identify differences in their perceptions based on gender
and academic qualification. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach, utilizing a questionnaire administered to a stratified cluster
sample of (331) principals.

The findings revealed that the reality of bureaucratic practices,
across its four dimensions (Formality, Hierarchy, Division of Labor, and
Specialization & Competence), was generally perceived as "high". The
results indicated no statistically significant differences in principals'
perceptions attributable to gender. However, statistically significant
differences were found based on academic qualification, favoring
Bachelor's degree holders, which may reflect a higher level of critique
among holders of postgraduate degrees. In light of the findings, the study
recommended forming committees to review and simplify administrative
procedures, enhancing transparency in merit-based recruitment and
promotion, designing specialized training programs for school principals,
and establishing advisory councils for them to participate in policy-
making. Future research proposals include a comparative study between
northern and southern governorates and investigating the impact of these
practices on other variables, such as school performance.

Keywords: Bureaucratic Practices, Max Weber's Theory, School
Administration, Secondary School Principals.
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