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The Role of Modern Media in Shaping the Social Awareness of Youth
in the United Arab Emirates (A Field Study on Al Ain University Students)

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the role of modern media in shaping social awareness
among Emirati youth. The importance of the study lies in its potential contribution to
understanding the nature of the influence that modern media (such as electronic
journalism and social media) has on the social awareness of university students. The
researcher employed the descriptive-analytical method, which is considered the most
appropriate for such studies. A questionnaire was designed by the researcher,
consisting of three sections the first focused on the demographic data of Al Ain
University students, the second measured the students’ exposure to media, and the

third assessed the level of social awareness among youth.

The researcher validated the questionnaire for reliability and consistency through a
test-retest method with a sample of 219 male and female students. After collecting and
analyzing the data, the study concluded with insights into the role that modern media
plays in shaping and forming social awareness among university students. The study
also provided several recommendations, the most important of which included
developing mechanisms and practical strategies to counter the influx of unproductive
and non-constructive media content that targets the values and concepts of Emirati
society. Additionally, the study emphasized the need to fulfill the political, cultural,

social, and educational needs of the youth.

Keywords: Modern media, social awareness, UAE
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