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The Military Efforts of the Common People in al-Andalus
from the Emirate Period to the End of the Almohad Era

(138-667 A.H./ 756-1269 A.D.)

Abstract:

This research examines the military efforts undertaken by the
common people in Al-Andalus from the beginning of the Emirate
period until the end of the Almohad era (138-667 AH / 756—1269
CE). The study comes up with that the military contributions of the
public were divided into two main categories: compulsory efforts
and voluntary efforts. The compulsory efforts, as tackled in the
study, included the repair of city walls that had been damaged or
destroyed, the payment of war taxes (magharim) imposed during
times of wars, and the provision of supplies and assistance required
by the army. Furthermore, each city or region was responsible for
mobilizing a specific number of fighters to support the military
forces. The public was also obligated to host mobile armies by
evacuating their homes or sharing them with the soldiers. As for
voluntary efforts, they included spending the night on the city walls,
guarding them as a form of social gathering or entertainment. They
also dedicated parts of their property to support the military effort;
some people would allocate their horses or shops for jihad. The
common people even went so far as to assist the authorities in
ransoming prisoners, collecting money to secure the release of
Muslim captives which points out their refusal to rely solely on the
ruling powers in such matters.

By examining historical and geographical sources, as well as
Andalusian legal texts, fatwa collections, and works on contracts
and conditions, the research confirms the substantial role played by
the public—whether through mandatory service or voluntary
commitment—in supporting the military and societal structure of
Al-Andalus.

Keywords: Military efforts — The common people — Endowments
— legal responsa (Nawazil) — Compulsory efforts — Voluntary
efforts.
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