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Summary:

Islamic cities were distinguished by sophisticated urban planning reflected in
their streets, markets, and alleys, largely inspired by the layout of Medina.
Street planning relied on multiple factors, including geographical, social,
economic, and climatic conditions. Main roads connected vital facilities such
as markets, mosques, and the governor’s palace, while narrower streets and
alleys served residential neighborhoods. Muslims carefully designed streets
for comfort and protection from the sun and wind, and organized water
supply, drainage, and cleanliness under state supervision. Streets were often
named after their residents, professions, or notable landmarks and served as
venues for social, political, economic, and cultural activities. Islamic streets
were notable for their aesthetics, cleanliness, lighting, and natural ventilation,
with some markets covered to provide comfort. This urban planning model
was advanced and later influenced European cities. Islamic cities thus stood
out for their high level of organization, beauty, and sustainable urban
development.
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