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Abstract:

This research aimed to examine the validity of a proposed model exploring
the relationship between occupational anxiety and research self-efficacy through
academic digital identity as a mediating variable, based on data collected from a
sample of (150) assistant staff members at Al-Azhar University. Participants
ranged in age from (28-36) years, with a mean age of (32.01) years and a standard
deviation of (2.209). The study utilized researcher-developed instruments to assess
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academic digital identity, occupational anxiety, and research self-efficacy. A
descriptive methodology was employed. Path analysis, conducted using (AMOS
V.26), was used to evaluate the proposed model. The results indicated that all fit
indices for the path analysis model - with occupational anxiety as the independent
variable, academic digital identity as the mediating variable, and research self-
efficacy as the dependent variable - fell within acceptable ranges, indicating a good
model fit. The findings revealed statistically significant direct negative effects of
occupational anxiety on research self-efficacy, significant direct positive effects of
academic digital identity on research self-efficacy, and significant direct negative
effects of occupational anxiety on academic digital identity. Moreover, statistically
significant indirect effects of occupational anxiety on research self-efficacy via
academic digital identity were also found. The results further indicated structural
invariance in the path analysis model across gender and academic rank variables,
although some differences were noted in the strength of specific paths without
affecting the overall model structure. The study concluded with a discussion of the

findings and a set of recommendations and suggestions for future research.
Keywords: Academic Digital Identity — Occupational Anxiety — Research Self-

Efficacy — Assistant Staff Members at Al-Azhar University
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