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Abstract:

This research aims to highlight the efforts of Chadian
scholars in spreading Islamic culture and the Arabic language,
taking the Islamic State of Kanem as a model. The study adopted
both descriptive and historical methodologies. Chad is a
landlocked country in the center of the African continent that
witnessed the rise of ancient Islamic kingdoms such as Kanem-
Bornu, Baguirmi, and Wadai, with the Kingdom of Kanem being
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the oldest. The history of Islam's entry into the region dates back
early, specifically to the middle of the first century Hijri (the
seventh century CE). Kanem was located in the region of Central
Sudan, which served as a crossroads for tropical routes and
various peoples, contributing to the Islamic and civilizational
renaissance. After the advent of Islam, Kanem-Bornu became a
major Islamic state that preserved Islamic culture for about nine
centuries. Its area expanded to encompass vast lands, with its
borders extending to include Fezzan to the north and the Nile
Valley to the east. One of the most important manifestations of
Islamic civilization in Kanem was the great attention paid to
education, where the mosque and the school were the religious
and social center. The state also established internal and external
schools, such as a Maliki school in Fustat, Egypt. The Arabic
language was the official language in all aspects of life,
including administration, economics, and culture. Many scholars
emerged in Kanem, including Sheikh Ahmad Baba al-Timbukti
and Sheikh Abu Bakr al-Barkumi in the Middle Ages, who
played a role in writing, disseminating knowledge, and
promoting the Maliki school of thought. In the Modern and
Contemporary era, Sheikh Muhammad al-Amin al-Kanemi
appeared, combining political and religious reform, and Sheikh
Muhammad Alish Awadh, who founded the Scientific Institute
in Abéché under the supervision of Al-Azhar. Furthermore,
Sheikh  Muhammad Tahir Muhammad (Ma'allam Tarnjumi)
established the Da'wah Mosque and Dar al-Hadith School in
N'Djamena. The research findings affirmed that Chad was one of
the regions Islam entered early and emphasized the effective role
of scholars in spreading Islamic and Arabic culture and
preserving societal values through establishing schools and
circles of learning in mosques, with recommendations stressing
the necessity of caring for Islamic and Arabic culture as the
identity of the Chadian society.
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