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Abstract

All praise is due to Allah alone, and may peace and blessings be upon the
one after whom there is no prophet (Peace and blessings be upon him),
and thereafter:

This research paper does not aim to present coexistence in Islam from an
Islamic (self) perspective, nor to refute misconceptions or distortions
about it. Rather, it is a dialogue between two differing opinions, neither of
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which represents the self. In other words, it is—so to speak—a
conversation of the West with itself.

The importance of this type of dialogue lies in highlighting the extent of
global interest in knowing the reality of coexistence in Islam. It also
demonstrates that “the other” is not necessarily malicious or hostile, as
long as they learn the facts with objectivity and impartiality. Such a
person may, in fact, be the best to present the truth and convey it to
global human knowledge in the neutral language of one who is free from
accusations of bias or self-promotion, simply presenting what their
convictions and the weight of evidence have led them to.

Thus, this study is a dialogue between two prominent Western figures,
both of whom hold distinguished positions in Western academia and are
well-known for their extensive presence in the field of Oriental and, more
specifically, Islamic studies: the Orientalist Bernard Lewis and the
Orientalist Thomas Arnold. In this dialogue, we will examine their
respective views on coexistence in Islam and the methodology each
employed in developing their perspective.

Keywords: Islamic coexistence, dialogue, peace, Bernard Lewis, Thomas
Arnold
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