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Abstract 

The Story of the People of the Cave between Cultural Diversity and Medium 

Transformation

A Comparative Dramatic Study  

By Wahid Osama Mohamed  

This study investigates the reproduction of the Story of the People of the Cave across 

three dramatic works representing different media and cultural contexts, Tawfiq al-Hakim’s 

play (1933), the Iranian television series (1997), and the Egyptian feature film (2024), The 

research addresses the central question of how cultural diversity and medium transformation 

affect the dramatic structure, symbolic layers, and ideological dimensions of the narrative. It 

proceeds from the assumption that the shift from a sacred text to a dramatic form does not 

merely retell the story but reconfigures its meanings to align with specific contexts of 

production and reception. 

The study employs a comparative multi-media methodology, supported by descriptive–

analytical, cultural, and historical approaches. Data were collected from primary texts, direct 

analysis of the dramatic productions, and secondary critical literature. The methodology was 

applied by examining the works in relation to their respective media (theater, television, 

cinema) and situating them within Egyptian and Iranian cultural frameworks. 

The findings demonstrate that medium variation generated substantial transformations: 

the play emphasized a philosophical–existential dimension; the Iranian series projected an 

ideological discourse consistent with narratives of revolution and resistance; and the Egyptian 

film utilized cinema’s visual capacities to present a contemporary treatment for a broader 

audience. Moreover, the results reveal the significant role of cultural context in shaping 

meaning: the Iranian version reinforced political and religious legitimacy, while the Egyptian 

adaptations leaned toward universal human and intellectual concerns. 

The study concludes by recommending the further development of comparative multi-

media drama studies, stronger attention to the impact of medium on religious and heritage 

texts, and the promotion of interdisciplinary research between literature and visual arts. It also 

highlights the importance of distinguishing between creative adaptation and ideological 

appropriation, and encourages the use of shared religious narratives to foster intercultural 

dialogue. 
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