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The reality of academic empowerment for
deaf and hard-of-hearing students in higher

education from a social work perspective
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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the reality of academic empowerment for
deaf and hard-of-hearing students in higher education and to identify
their most important needs and problems. This descriptive study
employed a social survey methodology and used a questionnaire as
the data collection instrument. The study focused on deaf and hard-
of-hearing students in universities in Riyadh that have such student
populations. The results revealed several academic needs and
problems, most notably the need to open new academic
specializations that suit their abilities, the need to diversify teaching
methods and adapt curricula, and the difficulty in understanding

theoretical material and lip-reading by non-Saudi faculty members.
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The study also indicated that these students are academically

empowered to a high degree.

Keywords: Academic empowerment, deaf, hard—of-hearing
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