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Use of Proverbs in the Prose of Al-Hajjaj bin

Yusuf Al-Thaqafi " An analytical study”
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Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Jouf University, Saudi
Arabia.
Department of Literature and criticism, Faculty of Arabic Language, Al-
Azhar University, Egypt.

E-mail: mahmoudshaien.lan@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Proverbs have a lofty status in the heritage of all humanity and in Arabic in
particular. It beautifies meanings in the shortest form. The delicate tone that
awakens far-reaching echoes in the conscience of the listener and reader. Its
value is not only in the brevity of its wording, but also in its being a bright page
extended from our ancient heritage; It contains artistic magic and aesthetic
dimension that raised it to the highest levels of eloquence; It left an indelible
mark on souls, and indelible images in minds. For the previous reasons I am
interested to explore its splendor, and to monitor the echoes and suggestions it
evokes in the conscience.

This research’ main concern is to examine the phenomenon of the prevalence of
proverbs in the prose of Al-Hajjaj bin Yusuf Al-Thaqafi, who made them the tool
of his eloquence and the weapon of his authority, with which he sharpened his
eloquence, consolidated his power, and tightened his grip on the pillars of the
Umayyad state.

Al-Hajjaj employed it a lot in his prose, emerging as a master and proficient in
the Arabic language, taking the lead in it without exaggeration or pretense. He
did not use only one style, but rather he was creative in employing it to tickle the

monotony, remove boredom, that occurs if the style is based on only one style.
Sometimes he would use a proverb in the same wording used in tradition. At
other times, he would change its meaning to create to a new meaning.
Frequently, he would be satisfied with its signs and shadows or with some of its
words; sometimes he would even create new proverbs.

Keywords: 7he Unayyad Era, Prose of Al-Hajjaj bin Yusuf Al-Thaqafi,
Arabic proverbs, sermons, and letters.
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