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Al-Taftazani's (d. 792 AH) Commentary on
Al-Wafiya fi Sharh Al-Kafiya by Rukn al-Din al-

Astarabadi (d. 715 AH), an Analytical Study
Ahmed Mohammed Al-Omar
Faculty of Arts and Humanities in Liberated Areas/Syria

Email: 4zam21 072@yahoo.com
Abstract:

This analytical study explores the marginal commentary
(hashiyah) written by Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani (d. 792 AH) on
al-Wafiyah fi Sharh al-Kafiyah by Rukn al-Din al-Astarabadi
(d. 715 AH), a pivotal commentary on the foundational
grammatical text al-Kafiyah by Ibn al-Hajib. The research
focuses on al-Taftazani’s methodology in clarifying complex
syntactic and linguistic issues, emphasizing his precision,
analytical depth, and mastery of grammatical reasoning. It
also presents a historical overview of the three texts—al-
Kafiyah, al-Wafiyah, and the hashiyah—highlighting their
significance in the evolution of Arabic grammatical thought
during the 8th century AH.

The study compares multiple manuscript versions of the
hashiyah, documenting textual variations and editorial
developments. It analyzes al-Taftazan’’s approach to
presenting grammatical issues, his use of linguistic and
rhetorical sources, and his ability to move beyond traditional
commentary into critical reinterpretation. The research also
explores the terminology employed by al-Taftazani and its
alignment with or divergence from contemporary usage,
positioning the hashiyah as a valuable reference for students
and scholars of Arabic grammar.
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In conclusion, the study affirms that al-Taftazant’s hashiyah
represents a vital link between classical grammatical
commentary and later developments in the field. Its critical
edition and analysis contribute to the preservation and
renewal of Arabic grammatical heritage. The commentary’s
clarity, depth, and pedagogical value make it a model for
advanced grammatical studies and a key to understanding the
layered structure of Arabic syntactic theory.

Keywords: Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani , al-Wafiyah fi
Sharh al-Kafiyah , Arabic grammar, Manuscript verification
,Marginal commentary.
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