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The Political and Civilizational Role of
People with Disabilities in Egypt from the
Islamic Conquest until the End of the Fatimid

Era (641-1171 AD / 21-567 AH)
Saeeda Ahmed Ayad, Ph.D.
Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Tanta University

Email: sacedaayad@art.tanta.edu.eg

Abstract:

This study aims to clarify the role played by people with disabilities in
Egypt, starting from the Islamic Conquest until the end of the Fatimid Era (641-
1171 AD / 21-567 AH). The study deals with shedding light on the concept of
disability, its types, and its causes, in addition to the state's stance towards them
and its role in their care and providing professional work that suits their specific
abilities. This is because they were considered an important and integral part of
Egyptian society. The study focuses in detail on the role of people with
disabilities and their efforts in participating in the service of the state on both the
political and civilizational levels during this important historical period. By
reviewing some prominent personalities and models who held high-level political
and administrative positions, unlike others from other groups, the study shows
that these personalities had a role and influence in aspects of political life.
Others had an impact in administrative, intellectual, and social aspects, while
others had an economic impact. This illustrates their status in society as an
important group, not as a marginalized group as some tend to believe.

Keywords: Egypt - People with Disabilities , Islamic Conquest ,
Fatimid Era , Political Role , Civilizational Role.
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