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Field Methodology and Scientific Contributions
in Egyptian Archaeology: An Analytical Reading of
Professor Dr. Fathi Afifi Badawi’s Efforts in

Excavation and Publication
Shaaban Al-Samnoudi Abdelkader Ismail
Department of History and Civilization — Faculty of Arabic Language, Assiut
— Al-Azhar University — Egypt

Email: shbanalsmnwdy@gmail.com
Abstract:

This research addresses the scholarly biography and solid archaeological
efforts of Professor Dr. Fathi Afifi Badawi, one of the most prominent specialists in
ancient history and Egyptian archaeology, from the Pharaonic eras to the Coptic
period and prehistory. He graduated from the Department of Egyptian Antiquities
in 1958, embarking on a scientific journey that combined diligent fieldwork and
precise academic research. He worked as an expert and curator at the Coptic
Museum, where he played a pioneering role in documenting and protecting
antiquities in the Old Cairo area, infusing his work with the spirit of a scholar and
national conscience simultaneously.

Dr. Badawi participated in major archaeological campaigns, notably the
Nubian Monuments Rescue Project in Sayala and Toshka, and was among the
pioneers who contributed to relocating the Abu Simbel temples under UNESCO’s
call. He also led distinguished excavations at prominent Coptic sites such as Abu
Mina west of Alexandria and the cemetery of Deir EI-Qusayr in Minya. He then
moved to the University of Innsbruck in Austria, where he earned a PhD in
Prehistoric Written Eras, participating in advanced European excavations,
including the Feldkirchen-Junerzdorf site in Germany, thereby acquiring unique
field experience and high-level technical methodology in archaeology. Among his
most notable achievements was the discovery of the oldest limestone building in
Maadi, a highly valuable archaeological find.

Dr. Badawi authored a number of books and studies that are considered
references in Coptic antiquities and prehistoric eras, analyzing the civilizational
transitions between paganism, Christianity, and Islam, and addressing in a
rigorous scientific manner the pottery, lamps, and discovered artifacts to document
Coptic art and determine its dating.

Keywords.- Egyptology, ancient Egyptian antiquities, prehistoric eras,
Nubian antiquities, archaeological excavation, Coptic Museum, Abu Simbel, Fathi
Afifi Badawi, technical methodology in antiquities.
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