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Professional Development for Early Childhood Teachers in
the Age of Digital Knowledge: A Future Vision

Abstract:

The current research aims to explore how to develop early
childhood educators in the digital knowledge age by examining
the concept of professional development, its importance, and
methods. It also seeks to understand the concept of digital
transformation and its characteristics, as well as explore
professional development strategies for early childhood teachers
in the digital knowledge era. Furthermore, the research aims to
propose a future vision for the professional development of early
childhood educators in the digital knowledge age, The researcher
used a descriptive approach, targeting a sample of (900) teachers
from early childhood institutions across various educational
administrations in Alexandria Governorate, The tools used
included a digital skills assessment form for early childhood
educators (prepared by the researcher) and a questionnaire on the
professional development of certain digital skills for early
childhood educators (prepared by the researcher).The main
findings of the research indicated that some teachers lack a
culture of sustainable professional development to enhance early
childhood institutions, highlighting the urgent need to equip early
childhood educators with certain digital skills and apply them in
the educational process. The researcher attributed these issues to
,a continued reliance on traditional methods in some cases
.without adopting modern approaches suited to the digital era
Additionally, there was variation in the availability of physical
resources to facilitate work in different kindergartens, with some
.educational administrations providing more support than others
Furthermore, some kindergartens lacked both material and moral
incentives from principals and administrations to encourage
teachers to develop their performance, The research concluded by
offering a future vision for the professional development of early
childhood educators in the digital knowledge age.
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