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Reception of Abbasid Poetry in Ali Al<Tantawi’s
Memoirs
Sulaiman bin Fahd Al<Mutlaq
Department of Literature, Rhetoric, and Criticism —
College of Arabic Language — Imam Muhammad bin
Saud Islamic University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: solaiman1435@gmail.com
Abstract:
This research discusses the reception of Abbasid poetry in
Ali  AlcTantawi’s memoirs, clarifying Al<Tantawi’s
literary stature, and focusing on his passion for Arabic
literature, especially poetry, and his interest in Abbasid
poets, particularly Al<Mutanabbi. It highlights the
patterns of his poetry reception, most notably
citation<based reception, where he uses verses to support
his opinions or embellish his narrative, as well as critical
reception,
The poetic examples of the poets of the Abbasid era were
mostly school verses, intended for the implied reader, the
"ordinary reader." Furthermore, the poet relied on his
memory to provide examples, which influenced the
integrity and authenticity of the transmitted material. He
often cited a verse or part of it in his reception.
both impressionistic and analytical, with a strong pres...
His love for Al-Mutanabbi was evident in several
instances, and this love did not prevent him from
criticizing him, adopting the ethical school as a critical
tool for both theory and practice.
Despite the length of the Abbasid era, we find few poets
from that era cited in all of his memoirs.
Finally, impressionistic reception and a critical ethical
vision are features of a cultured taste that alludes but does
not elaborate, that alludes but does not prolong.
Keywords: Ali Al<Tantawi, Memoirs, Abbasid Poetry,
Reception.
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