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Al-Hafiz Al-Khalili's Approach to Biographies in His
Book Al-Irshad
Riya bint Abdullah Al-Thunayan
Department of Sunnah and Its Sciences, Qassim
University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: RiyaAl-Thunayan@gmail.com
Abstract:
One of the most important sciences that distinguished
Muslims from others was their critical analysis and
meticulous attention to hadiths and narrations. They
dedicated themselves wholeheartedly to this endeavor.
Part of this meticulous approach involved classifying and
identifying the narrators of these hadiths, assessing their
reliability, and evaluating their capacity to transmit and
deliver them.
Undoubtedly, understanding the character of the narrators
and the defects in hadiths is among the most crucial areas
of study that strengthens the ability to accurately transmit
hadiths, thereby aiding in verifying their authenticity and,
consequently, the soundness of the resulting legal rulings.
Anyone who examines the books and classifications of
hadith critics will recognize the immense effort they
exerted in preserving the Sunnah of the best of creation
(peace and blessings be upon him), from the time of the
Successors (Tabi'in) until the present day. Their
classifications and methodologies were numerous and
diverse. Among the most famous of these books is "Al-
Irshad fi Ma'rifat 'Ulama’ al-Hadith” (Guidance in
Knowing the Scholars of Hadith) by the scholar Abu
Ya'la al-Khalili.
Keywords: Methodology, al-Khalili, Biographies,
Muslims, Guidance
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