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Ways for a layperson to identify a mujtahid so that he
can seek his fatwa
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Ways for a layperson to identify a mujtahid so that he can
seek his fatwa
Asma bint Mubarak Al Faran
Department of Fundamentals of Islamic Jurisprudence —
College of Sharia, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud University
— Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: amfaran@imamu.edu.sa
Abstract:
The Islamic legal texts indicate the perfection of Islamic Sharia and
its suitability for all times and places. One of the most prominent
signs of this perfection is the legislation of ijtihad (independent
juristic reasoning). Through ijtihad, the rulings of new issues not
explicitly mentioned in the texts are known, and by means of it, the
rulings of emerging matters and contemporary cases are determined
— for the revealed texts are finite, while human incidents are
infinite. Since ordinary people need to know the rulings of Sharia,
Allah Almighty commanded them to ask the scholars about what
they do not know, as He says: “Ask the people of knowledge if you
do not know” Qur’an, Al-Anbiya: Y. However, scholars differ in
their level of mastery of the Sharia sciences and in their juristic
ability to derive legal rulings. Based on this variation, the layperson
(‘ami) often stands confused about whom to consult for fatwa.
Scholars have laid down strict conditions for ijtihad, but
determining whether each scholar meets those conditions is beyond
the capability of the general public. Therefore, scholars have
mentioned various means through which a layperson can recognize
a mujtahid qualified to be consulted The researcher has reached
several conclusions, the most important of which is that the
layperson is not required to know the details of the scholar’s
evidence or the intricacies of his reasoning. Rather, what is
required is to exercise due diligence in choosing whom to ask — to
consult the one who is most likely, in his judgment, to possess
knowledge, piety, and integrity. Usul scholars have clarified that a
mujtahid can be recognized through several indicators, such as his
reputation for knowledge, the testimony of trustworthy scholars
affirming his ijtihad, and the visible impact of his scholarly activity
in issuing fatwas, teaching, and authorship — among other signs
that indicate his competence.
Keywords: Layperson , Mujtahid , Mustafti (questioner) ,
Fatwa.
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alnashri: 1410h / 1990m.

. al'ithkam fi 'usul al'ahkam , almualafi: sayf aldiyn eali bin

muhamad alamdi (t 631hi) , tahqiqu: eabd alrazaaq eafifi ,
alnaashiru: almaktab al'iislamiu - bayrut , altabeatu: althaaniat ,
sanat alnashri: 1402h / 1982m

. almuafaqgat fi 'usul alsharieat , almualifi: ‘iibrahim bin musaa

alshaatibii (t 790hi) , tahqiqu: eabd allah diraz ,alnaashir: dar
almaerifat - bayrut, altabeatu: al'uwlaa , sanat alnashri: 1411h /
1991m.

. al'iibhaj fi sharh alminhaj , almualafi: ealii bin eabd alkafi

alsabkii (t 756hi) , tahgiqu: eabd alrahman bin eabd allah alturki
, alnaashir: maktabat nizar mustafaa albaz - makat almukaramat
, altabeatu: al'uwlaa , sanat alnashri: 1416h / 1995m

. sharh mukhtasar alrawda (sharh mukhtasar rawdat alnaazir) ,

almualafa: najm aldiyn sulayman bin eabd algawii altuwfii (t
716hi) , tahgiqu: eabd allah alturki , alnaashir: muasasat alrisalat
, bayrut , altabeata: al'uwlaa , sanat alnashri: 1407h / 1987m
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10. ‘iirshad alfuhul 'iilaa tahqgiq alhagi min eilm al'usul , almualafi:
muhamad bin ealiin alshuwkanii (t 1250hi) , tahgiqu: eabd
alrahman eumayrat , alnaashir: dar alfikr - bayrut, altabeatu:
al'uwlaa, sanat alnashri: 1412h / 1992m.

11. 'iielam almugiein ean rabi alealamayn , almualafi: muhamad
bin 'abi bakr bin giam aljawzia (t 751hi) , tahgiqu: muhamad
muhyi aldiyn eabd alhumayd , alnaashir: dar aljil - bayruta,
altabeata: al'uwlaa , sanat alnashri: 1973m.

12. kshaf alginae ean matn al'iignae , almualafi: mansur bin yunus
albuhutii (t 1051hi) , alnaashir: dar alfikr - bayrut , altabeatu:
bidun bayan , sanat alnashri: 1402h / 1982m.

13. taqrib alwusul ‘iilaa eilm al'usul , almualafi: muhamad bin
‘ahmad bin juzy alkalbii algharnatii (t 741hi) , tahgiqu: du.
‘ahmad hijazi alsagaa , alnaashir: dar alkitaab alearabii - bayrut,
altabeatu: al'uwlaa , sanat alnashri: 1403h / 1983m

14. aleudat fi 'usul alfigh , almualafu: ‘abu yaelaa muhamad bn
alhusayn alfaraa' alhanbalii (t 458hi) , tahgiqu: 'ahmad bin ealii
bin surur alghamidiu , alnaashir: dar almiman - alriyad
altabeatu: al'uwlaa , sanat alnashri: 1422h / 2002m.

15. alburhan fi ‘usul alfigh , almualafi: 'iimam alharamayn eabd
almalik bin eabd allah aljuaynii (t 478hi) , tahgiqu: eabd aleazim
aldiyb , alnaashir: dar alwafa' - almansurat , altabeatu: althaaniat
, sanat alnashri: 1405h / 1985m

16. alminkhul min taeligat al'usul , almualafu: ‘abu hamid alghazalii
(t 505hi), tahgiqu: muhamad hasan hitu , alnaashir: dar alfikr -
dimashq , altabeatu: al'uwlaa, sanat alnashri: 1400hi / 1980m

17. rudat alnaazir wajnat almanazir , almualafu: muafag aldiyn
eabd allh bin 'ahmad bin qudamat almaqdasiu (t 620hi), tahqiqu:
eabd alkarim alnamlat , alnaashir: muasasat alrisalat - bayrut ,
altabeatu: al'uwlaa , sanat alnashri: 1412h / 1991m.
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