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Abstract

The study aimed to examine and analyze the current educational system in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in light of the Finnish experience, in order to
identify strengths and areas for improvement, and to propose a framework
for developing Saudi education. The research addressed the general
structure of education in the Kingdom in terms of the organization of
educational stages, curricula, supervision and evaluation methods, and the
efforts of the Ministry of Education and the Education and Training
Evaluation Commission to enhance educational quality. It also reviewed
the Finnish experience, which is considered one of the world’s leading
models in achieving educational efficiency and quality, characterized by its
rigorous standards in teacher selection, institutional autonomy, flexible
curricula, and the adoption of formative assessment instead of standardized
testing.

The study employed the comparative approach to examine both the

Saudi and Finnish systems and to extract potential areas of benefit. The
findings highlighted the importance of adopting precise standards in
teacher selection and preparation, expanding decentralization in educational
administration, and developing a more comprehensive and equitable
evaluation system. In addition, the study emphasized the need to strengthen
the integration between general, higher, and vocational education to meet
labor market needs.
Based on these findings, the research proposed a developmental framework
for the Saudi educational system inspired by key features of the Finnish
model. It also presented several recommendations, most notably: enhancing
teacher preparation quality, developing curricula to meet future demands,
supporting school autonomy, and expanding the use of modern
technologies in education, thereby contributing to a flexible and high-
quality learning system.

Keywords: Education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia — Finnish education
— Educational development.
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