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The impact of Islamic civilization on the

Development of the Concept saj (rhymed prose)
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Assistant Professor of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic Language, Itay El-
Baroud, Al-Azhar University

Email: mohammedeinggar.419@azhar.edu.eg,
Abstract:

This study explores the impact of Islamic civilization on reshaping the art of saj‘
(rhymed prose) in light of Islamic values, tracing its development from a linguistic
practice with diverse purposes in the pre-Islamic era to a mature artistic expression in
the realm of Islam. In the pre-Islamic period, saj  was initially associated with
soothsayers, characterized by obscurity and affectation, becoming a voice that
enchanted the ear and misled the mind, a rhythm that dazzled the listener more than it
guided the intellect. However, in the fields of oratory and wisdom, saj  acquired a
purer and more balanced character, manifesting the natural eloquence of the Arabs,
flourishing in the speeches of orators and the counsels of sages.

With the advent of Islam, this art was purified from the traces of soothsaying,
liberated from the dominance of mere sgund and rhythm, and redirected toward
expressing essence and meaning. Thus, saj in the light of revelation became a means
of expression and guidance, a tool for clarity and communication.

Employing the descriptive, analytical, and comparative method, the study examines
the manifestations of this transforlzwtion as reflected in the Qur’an and the Prophetic
Hadith. It demonstrates that saj in the Islamic context combined beauty with
miraculous eloquence, and that Qur’anic rhetoric established a new civilizational
paradigm uniting rhythm with meaning, and beauty with purpose.

The study concludes that Arabic rhetoric represents a comprehen§ive civilizational
system that harmonizes intellect and aesthetics. Islam redirected saj , correcting its
course, purifying it from ambiguity and affectation, and restoring it to the purity of
human nature and sincerity of meaning. Thus, it became a vehicle of guidance and
persuasion, and a manifestation of the harmony between art and purpose — evolving
into a mature art form carrying an enduring civilizational message that embodies the
genius of the Arabic language and the spirit of the Qur’an.

Furthermore, the research reveals that Arabic saj is a uniquely flexible rhythmic
art with a rich derivational capacity unmatched by other languages. Attempts to
translate it into European languages have failed to convey its aesthetic and rhetorical
effect, highlighting the superiority of Arabic and the distinctiveness of its internal
rhythm and expressive depth.

Keywords: Saj< , civilizational transformation, Qur’anic pauses (rhythmic
endings), Prophetic eloquence, soothsayers’ saj
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