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Abstract:

This study explores the phenomenon of syntactic (al-ithar at-tarkibi)
and its isemantics in the Qur'an . Two types of syntactic preference
appear in these verse-endings (fawasil). The first is compound
preference, which refers to favoring one syntactic structure over
another. This includes secondary preferences, such as favoring a
nominal or verbal sentence with its elements (subject and predicate
or verb and its complements) over a simple past, present, or
imperative verbal structure—along with a preference for expressing
the predicate using a prepositional phrase rather than a single word.
The second type is compound-over-simple preference, such as
preferring a prepositional phrase over a single-word predicate. These
preferences are driven by semantic, contextual, and rhetorical
considerations within the communicative framework. Moreover,
they result in a phonetic balance between the preferred expression
and the Qur’anic fasilah.

the Qur’anic expression abounds with syntactic preference (al-ithar
at-tarkibi) in the verse-endings (fawasil). At times, the expression
favors a syntactic structure initiated by a particle such as kana (the
copula) or inna (the emphatic particle) over another structure. This
preference may include expressing the predicate using a
prepositional phrase (jar wa majrir)—often containing a derived
plural noun—rather than a singular noun, due to contextual semantic
considerations. In some cases, the preference is limited to using a
prepositional phrase as the predicate of the nasikh (either kana or
inna) in the verse-ending, instead of a single word. This is due to the
significant role played by the prepositional phrase in firmly anchoring
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the predicate to the subject. Such preference is motivated by factors
such as intensifying affirmation, prohibition, or negation; implying
meanings indirectly (whether toward an unaddressed third party or
away from the speaker); and achieving eloquent conciseness (ijaz
badr’).

Keywords: Syntactic Preference — Preferred Expression — Replaced
Structure - Grammatical Particle (Nasih) - Predication -
Prepositional Phrase (Jar wa Majriir)
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