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The level of inclusion of critical thinking skills in the social
studies textbook for the second intermediate grade in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the level of inclusion of
critical thinking skills in the content of the Social Studies
textbook for the second intermediate grade in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, during the first semester of the academic year
1446 AH. The sample consisted of the entire textbook content.
The researcher employed the descriptive analytical method using
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content analysis. A content analysis checklist was developed,
which included five main critical thinking skills: (Inference,
Recognizing Assumptions, Deduction, Evaluation of Arguments,
and Interpretation), distributed across 22 sub-skills. The validity
of the tool was verified through expert judgment, and reliability
was confirmed through inter-rater and intra-rater agreement, The
results revealed that critical thinking skills are included in the
textbook content to varying degrees. The total number of coded
instances was (376) out of (506), representing a high inclusion
rate of (74.30%). The degree of inclusion varied among the
skills, with Deduction being the most represented skill at
(19.36%), followed by Interpretation (18.97%), Inference
(15.01%), and Evaluation of Arguments (11.46%). The skill with
the lowest level of inclusion was Recognizing Assumptions, at
only (9.48%), Based on these findings, the study recommended
increasing the integration of critical thinking skills throughout
the textbook content, not limiting them to activities and
assessments. Special emphasis should be placed on enhancing
the representation of "Recognizing Assumptions.” It also
suggested redistributing the critical thinking skills more evenly
across the textbook units. Additionally, the study proposed future
research to analyze the inclusion of critical thinking skills in
other Social Studies subjects (History, Geography, and National
Education), as well as assessing students’ actual acquisition of
these skills at different educational stages.

Keywords: Critical Thinking, Thinking Skills, Content Analysis,
Social Studies, Second Intermediate Grade.
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