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The Sokollu Mohamed Pasha Qur'an - A Descriptive and Analytical Study
Aisha bint Abdullah Al-Twalah
Department of Islamic Studies, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Princess
Nourah bint Abdulrahman University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
E-mail: aaaltwalah@pnu.edu.sa
Abstract:

This research presents a descriptive and analytical study of the Qur'an of Sokollu
Mohamed Pasha, copied by the renowned Ottoman calligrapher Hasan Celebi in
Istanbul in 977 AH (1570 CE) and preserved in the Chester Beatty Library under
number S1527. The study aims to shed light on this Qur'an by analyzing the scribe's
methodology, demonstrating his adherence to the established rules of Qur'anic
sciences, such as verse counting, the Ottoman script, punctuation marks, and the
diacritical marking of Qur'anic words. Furthermore, it seeks to uncover the artistic,
aesthetic, and decorative features that distinguish the Qur'an, reflecting a high
level of artistic mastery in Qur'anic writing during the Ottoman era.

The research relied on the descriptive analytical approach based on describing
the manuscript from a physical and technical perspective and analyzing its formal
and scientific elements. It studied the dimensions of the Qur'an, the number of its
pages, the type of script used, the colors of decoration and gilding, and the
methods of artistic production. Then it moved on to studying the scientific aspects
it contained, such as the narration, the number of verses, the Ottoman script, the
Makkah and Medina scripts, the division into parts, the places of prostration, the
rules of pausing and starting, and the conventions of diacritics, with the aim of
determining the extent to which the scribe adhered to the established principles in
writing Ottoman Qur'ans. The results of the study showed that the scribe was
characterized by high skill in writing and decoration and accuracy in correction.

He excelled in producing the Qur'an in a beautiful, precise script with intricate
decorations that reflect his meticulous attention to the Qur'anic text. The Qur'an
was written according to the Hafs recitation from 'Asim, adhering to the Kufic
numbering system in most chapters, though with a few minor errors. It is evident
that he generally followed the Uthmani script, with some exceptions where he
deviated from the standard script. His use of diacritical marks and vowel points is
evident in his adoption of the Eastern style. While he did not strictly adhere to the
conventions of scholars of Tajweed (the rules of Qur'anic recitation), he employed
punctuation marks according to the Sajawandi system, demonstrating his precision
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and familiarity with Eastern schools of Qur'anic manuscript copying. He also
indicated the fourteen prostrations of recitation, with one error in identifying the
prostration in Surah Yusuf.

The study concludes that this Qur'an represents a distinguished model
combining artistic precision, decorative beauty, and scholarly rigor, reflecting the
Muslims' care for the Holy Qur'an. It recommends the preservation and digitization
of manuscript Qur'ans, the study of their artistic and scholarly characteristics, and
the encouragement of researchers and calligraphers to study the rules of Uthmani
script and the science of diacritical marks. To preserve the integrity of the Qur’anic
text and transmit it as it was transmitted by the Companions and Followers.

Keywords: Quran, Hafs, diacritics, verses, abrogating.
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