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The Subjectivity of Cybercrimes

Abdulhadi Hamad Mohammed Bin Noura Al-Marri
Master's Researcher, Department of Law, College of Graduate Studies, Police Academy, Qatar
E-mail: abdulhadialmarri802@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research addresses the topic of "the unique nature of cybercrimes," considered one
of the most prominent emerging crimes imposed by the tremendous development in the
fields of technology, communications, and information. This development has resulted in
new patterns of criminal behavior that are difficult to detect or prove according to
traditional criminal law.

Cybercrime has become a real challenge to national and international legislation due to
its unique nature, combining technical and virtual aspects. This necessitates the
development of a special legal framework that differs from ordinary crimes in its elements,
evidence, and methods of combating them.

The research aims to achieve several objectives, most notably: highlighting the unique
nature of cybercrimes on both the substantive and procedural levels; demonstrating the
distinctive features of the rules of criminalization and punishment compared to traditional
crimes; clarifying the specific nature of the means of proof in these crimes; and studying the
investigative procedures followed in them in a manner appropriate to their technical nature.

It also aims to clarify the position of the Qatari legislator through the Cybercrime Law No.
(14) of 2014 and to compare it with some Arab and foreign legislation to demonstrate the
effectiveness of the legislative framework in confronting this growing phenomenon.

The researcher adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to study relevant legal texts
and judicial rulings, and a comparative approach to analyze the experiences of different
legislations in addressing cybercrime.

The study also relied on specialized jurisprudential references and recent academic
research that addressed the dimensions of digital crime in terms of criminalization,
punishment, and proof.

The research reached several important conclusions, most notably that cybercrime
possesses unique characteristics that distinguish it from other traditional crimes, both in its
digital environment and its legal elements, as its commission requires the presence of a
technological intermediary or information system.

Furthermore, the research revealed that traditional procedural rules are insufficient for
controlling this type of crime because the nature of electronic evidence differs in form and
content. It is intangible evidence, ephemeral, and susceptible to modification or copying,
making its handling require high-level technical expertise and precise technical knowledge.

The research also emphasized the need to grant investigative authorities broader powers
in collecting and evaluating digital evidence in accordance with the principles of legal
legitimacy and the constitutional rights of individuals.

The recommendations included the need for continuous development of national
legislation to keep pace with rapid technological advancements, and expanding
international cooperation in combating cybercrime through information exchange and
extradition. Emphasis was placed on training and qualifying law enforcement officers,
investigators, and judges in information technology and digital evidence.

The research also recommended incorporating specialized courses in digital investigation
and electronic evidence into law and police college curricula to enhance national capabilities
in addressing this type of crime.

Thus, the research concluded that confronting cybercrime requires a comprehensive
legislative and procedural framework that combines a deep legal understanding with
advanced technical training to ensure justice in a dynamic digital environment.

Keywords : Privacy , Crime , Cyber , Evidence , Investigation , Criminalization ,

Punishment
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