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The Legal Regime For Passage Through International Straits, With Application To
The Houthi Closure Of The Bab Al-Mandab Strait
Alaa Fathy Abdel Rahman EI-Ganaini
Department of Public Law, Faculty of Sharia and Law, Tafahna El-Ashraf, Dakahlia
Governorate. Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
E-mail: Alla.Mohamed.31@azhar.ed.eg

Abstract :

International maritime straits have been of great importance since ancient times,
as natural passageways connecting international seas and oceans. They are thus
gateways for trade and transportation between the five continents. The Bab el-Mandeb
Strait is considered one of the most important international straits, given the passage of
Arab oil to Europe and America, Following the Houthi attacks on commercial and
transport vessels since November 19, 2023, international trade has been severely
affected, with the number of ships passing through the Red Sea decreasing by more
than half. Shipping costs and insurance premiums have increased, and Suez Canal
revenues have also declined. There is no doubt that international maritime law has
established a comprehensive system for passage through international straits, clearly
defining the rights and duties of states bordering international straits, as well as the
right of ships belonging to foreign states to transit and innocent passage, depending on
the circumstances, and the duties of these ships. When is their passage innocent? And
when is it not?, These established legal rules make it easy to determine the legitimacy
or illegitimacy of these Houthi attacks, Especially if we investigate the true objectives of
the Houthis in their attacks, and we also know the extent to which the Palestinian cause
has benefited from them compared to the gains achieved by the Houthis and their
sectarian project through them. which is the intended goal behind this research, as will
be explained, God willing.

The importance of this study lies in its combination of an objective theoretical study
of transit issues in international straits, the rights and duties of coastal states and
foreign countries, and the application of these provisions to a real-life case that has
troubled the world and significantly impacted its economy: Houthi attacks on
commercial and civilian transport vessels in the Bab al-Mandab Strait.

In this study, | attempted to review the general rules governing passage in
international straits, as set forth in the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea, the 1958 Convention on the Law of the Sea, and other rules of international
maritime law. This study aimed to determine the legality of these Houthi attacks under
international law. It also attempted to answer an important question: What are the
economic and legal implications of these attacks? How did they begin and what
consequences did they entail? It also reviewed the arguments the Houthis rely on to
justify and market these attacks, attempting to respond to them and uncover the truth.
Research Methodology

This study of the legal system for passage through straits is based on a descriptive
and applied approach. It examines the general rules governing international maritime
straits and transit through them, the rights and duties of coastal states, and the rights
and duties of foreign vessels. It also examines the Houthis' closure of the Bab al-Mandab
Strait, examining their arguments to justify this closure, and responding to and refuting
them in accordance with the general rules of international maritime law, which were
previously reviewed.

Keywords: International Straits, Innocent Passage, Transit Passage, Bab Al-Mandeb
Strait, Houthis, UN Security Council, Al-Agsa Flood, Suez Canal.
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