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Issues of Understanding Time in Contemporary Western
Philosophy
A Critique Descriptive Study.
Modawi bint Sulaiman Al-Bassam
Department of Contemporary Doctrine and Schools of
Thought - Department of Islamic Studies - College of
Education - King Saud University - Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia
Email: mbassam@ksu.edu.sa
Abstract:
The notion of time represents one of the most significant and
enduring questions that has occupied human thought
throughout both ancient and modern eras. It has evolved into a
central philosophical problem, giving rise to divergent
conceptions. and interpretations shaped by the orientations of
classical and modern philosophical schools. The challenges
surrounding the comprehension of time in Western philosophy
intersect with foundational philosophical and theological
categories, such as the universal and the particular, the relative
and the absolute, and being and non-being—an intersection
that reflects processes of influence and mutual exchange.
Western philosophical discourse on time is, for the most part,
preoccupied with the idea of absolute or universal time, and
with abstractions, presuppositions, and intuitions that remain
detached from empirical reality. This tendency can be traced
to efforts by some philosophers to defend Christian doctrine,
while others sought reconciliation between philosophy and
theology. Yet, despite the diversity of their positions—
whether in proximity or distance to belief inAllah—their
conclusions concerning the nature of time ultimately
culminate in atheistic implications, insofar as they assert the
eternity of time and of the cosmos.In contrast, a proper
articulation of the relationship between the unseen (al-ghayb)
and the manifest world (al-shahada) ensures the coherence of
epistemological methodology and the precision of its
outcomes. This is precisely what is affirmed in the Islamic
conception of time, grounded in the principles of Islamic
creed.
Keywords: Time, Atheism, Western Philosophy, Islamic
Creed.
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