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The Recitation of Hamza ibn Habib al-Zayyat

(d. 156 AH): Between Exaggeration and Fairness
Fadi Mahmoud Muhammad al-Rifai
Department of Tafsir and Qur'anic Sciences, Faculty
of Usul al-Din, Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Arab
Republic of Egypt
Email: fadial-RiFai.2011@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This study discusses the concept of Qur'anic readings (gira‘at)
in both linguistic and technical terms. It also addresses the
different types of readings. To facilitate understanding, the
research is divided into an introduction, which includes the
reasons for the choice of topic, a plan, a preface, and seven
sections. The first section defines Qur'anic readings
linguistically and technically. The second section discusses
the benefits of variant readings. The third section outlines the
criteria for correct recitation. The fourth section introduces
Hamza ibn Habib al-Zayyat.
The fifth section examines the main reasons that led
grammarians and other scholars to introduce the established
and well-known Qur'anic readings. The sixth point: The
statements of those who criticize the recitation of Hamza ibn
Habib al-Zayyat, and an examination of the points of
contention in his recitation to which they directed their
criticism.
The seventh point: The recitation of Hamza ibn Habib al-
Zayyat in the eyes of fair-minded and eminent scholars,
refuting the criticisms of grammarians, and responding to the
claims they made regarding his recitation. Among the most
important conclusions were: 1- That it is a blessing from God
Almighty upon this nation that He provided it with imams
who undertook the preservation of the Holy Quran with its
various recitations and different transmissions. These scholars
and eminent figures have testified to their reliability
throughout the ages.
2- That the recitations recited today are the ten canonical
recitations, all of which are considered mutawatir (transmitted

yya



BF + ORI k! I ) blsl] usll sogiods Slial das oy dpoShandl Sl yul] &ulS oo

by numerous independent chains of narrators). Those
recitations that are authentic and widely known, pertaining to
performance, are considered mutawatir in their legal weight,
as they are part of the Quran, whose authenticity is
definitively established.
3- That recitation is a followed tradition that must be
accepted, adopted, and adhered to. Once established, it is not
contradicted by grammatical rules or linguistic conventions.
4- The fact that some scholars and imams of exegesis have
fallen into the error of rejecting established readings and
preferring some over others is unacceptable given their
authenticity. This does not detract from the established
transmission or validity of these readings, as there is a
consensus among eminent scholars on this matter.
5- It has become clear that the first to spearhead this fierce
campaign against the reciters were the grammarians of Basra.
The sparks of this campaign then spread to some grammarians
of Kufa, and subsequently, other linguists, exegetes, and some
authors of works on Quranic readings followed their lead.
6- It is imperative to consider and take into account the
statements of the imams of Quranic recitation and scholars
regarding the chains of transmission of the various methods,
the multiple narrations, and the different readings, as they are
the most qualified to address this field.
Then comes the conclusion, containing the most important
findings and recommendations, followed by the indexes.
Keywords: Recitation, Hamza, Extremism, Fairness,
Benefits,  Statements,  Critics, Main
Reasons, Criticism of Fairness, Indexes
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