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The Permissibility of Forgiving Disbelief According to the
Thought of the Two Imams (Al-Nasafi (d. 710 AH) and Al-
Sha'rani (d. 923 AH)) (An Analytical Study)

Madih Abdullah Abd al-Jawad Hassan
Department of Creed and Philosophy, Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion and Da‘'wah in Zagazig, Al-Azhar
University, Zagazig, Egypt
Email: madih.hasan201@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
Imam Al-Sha’rani derived the principles of his doctrine on this
issue from the people of revelation, especially [Ibn Arabi and
Imam Al-Jili], and the theologians, headed by Al-Ghazali and
Ibn Jama’ah. Imam Al-Sha’rani believed that the infidels would
remain in Hell forever and ever, and would not leave it, as is
clear from his book Al-Qawa’id Al-Kashfiyyah and Al-Futuhat
Al-Makkiyyah by Ibn Arabi Imam Al-Sha’rani confirmed this in
his book Al-Yawaqit wal-Jawahir when he elaborated on the
people of Paradise and the people of Hell and their conditions in
both abodes, as well as in his book Kashf Al-Ghummah. God
Almighty knew things before creating them, and thus He
determined and wrote them down. Imam Al-Ash’ari also
permitted forgiveness of disbelief based on reason, not on the
Sharia. Al-Bagqillani’s statement about Pharaoh’s faith is
rejected, as mentioned above. It is clear that there is agreement
among the people of the Sunnah and the community regarding
The principle differed in its application, because
excommunication is a serious and immensely dangerous matter.
Whoever excommunicates someone is as if he has declared that
his punishment in the Hereafter will be eternal and everlasting.
Thus, the scholars of revelation agree with the theologians on
this. Among the most important recommendations was not to
contradict the apparent meaning of Islamic law, to attempt to
reconcile the transmitted texts and reason, to avoid any apparent
contradiction between them, and to attempt to deduce evidence
from everything that leads to the truth, from language,
transmitted texts, reason, and consensus. | also recommend
studying the subject The starting points for each school of
thought are discussed. | also recommend an effort to ward off
any perceived contradiction between Sunnis and scholars of
knowledge, which appears to suggest a contradiction.
Keywords: The ruling on the permissibility of pardoning
disbelief, Islamic sects, Imam al-Nasafi, Imam al-
Sha'rani.
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