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Cross-border spatial planning as a barrier and a resource for

achieving regional integration and sustainable development

Prof. Tarek Awad Youssef ! Dr. Mohamed Shukry Elsayed®> Eng. Ahmed Ragab Gamal El-Din?

ABSTRACT

This research focuses on analyzing the central issue of the dual and ambiguous nature of borders
in the context of cross-border spatial planning and how these borders can be transformed from
dividing lines or physical and invisible barriers into a resource and opportunity for sustainable
regional development. The primary objective of cross-border spatial planning is to achieve
sustainable regional integration and to support and develop cross-border cooperation. The research
clarifies the dual nature of borders, analyzes borders as barriers and resources, and discusses border
coding strategies and the conceptual dimensions of borders, elements of regional cooperation, the
structure of cross-border cooperation, and the relationship between sustainable development and
regional development dimensions, and cross-border spatial planning, including its challenges and
specificities and the role of border cities in promoting regional development. The research concludes
with the most important findings, which show that the dual nature of borders is what defines borders
either as a legal and administrative barrier that hinders integration, or as a strategic resource that

provides opportunities for sustainable regional development. The success of cross-border spatial
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planning depends on the establishment of strong governance structures and the achievement of added

value for cooperation through integrated spatial strategies.

Keywords: Spatial Planning, Regional Cooperation, Border Cities, Sustainable Development
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