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The Hadith of Ghadir Khumm: Its Significance According
to Sunnis and Shiites
A Comparative Doctrinal Study
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Abstract :

This study discusses the Hadith of Ghadir Khumm and how
the Prophet (peace be upon him) entrusted the ummah with
his household (Ahl al-Bayt), emphasizing affection towards
them, kindness to them, honoring and respecting them, and
fulfilling both their obligatory and recommended rights—
especially when they adhere to the clear and authentic
Prophetic Sunnah. Legal evidences have converged in
affirming the virtues of the Prophet’s household, including his
wives, offspring, and relatives. Scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah wa
al-Jama‘ah have shown great care for these texts and
incorporated them into their creed-related writings.
The early generations of the ummah followed the Prophet’s
instruction regarding care and concern for Ahl al-Bayt and
safeguarding their rights. However, the Imami1 Shi‘ah deviated
in interpreting this hadith, restricting its indication to a direct
appointment of “Ali ibn Abi Talib to the caliphate.
This study presents an overview of their arguments regarding
the meaning of the hadith, addressing the following points:
first, the hadith as evidence for ‘Ali’s imamate by explicit
designation; second, that Allah commanded His Prophet
(peace be upon him) to deliver the message of wilayah on the
Day of Ghadir; third, that Allah completed the religion
through the declaration of “Alr’s wilayah; fourth, the claim of
infallibility of Ahl al-Bayt, as Allah allegedly paired them
with the Book of Allah; fifth, the Shi‘ah’s designation of this
event as a major holiday surpassing all others; and sixth, their
invention of virtues and religious merits related to this day.
This study aims to uncover these deviations and refute such
views in light of the Qur’an and Sunnah.
Keywords: Ghadir Khumm , Shi‘ah , Imamate , Ahl Al-

Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah , Ahl Al-Bayt
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