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The Comparison Between the Prophet’s Mosque and
the Mosques of the Sacred Mosque in Makkah
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The Comparison Between the Prophet’s Mosque and the
Mosques of the Sacred Mosque in Makkah
Abdulrahman bin Ibrahim Al-Marshad
Department of Jurisprudence - College of Sharia - Imam
Muhammad ibn Saud University - Riyadh - Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.
Email: aimarshad@imamu.edu.sa
Abstract:
All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and may peace and
blessings be upon the noblest of prophets and messengers, our Prophet
Muhammad, and upon his family, companions, and those who follow
them with righteousness until the Day of Judgment.
To proceed: Among the many blessings that Allah has bestowed upon
this Ummah is that He multiplies rewards according to specific times and
places, granting special merit to certain acts of worship performed during
those times or in those locations. For example, Laylat al-Qadr (the Night
of Decree) is better than a thousand months, and prayer in al-Masjid al-
Haram is rewarded one hundred thousand times more than in any other
mosque.
Muslim scholars have given great attention to these virtues, researching
the rulings related to such multiplied rewards and detailing the merits of
these acts of worship. Just as differences of opinion occur in legal rulings,
they also occur in discussions of virtues and merits.
After extensive reading and research, | found that many people question
the comparison between al-Masjid al-Nabawi (the Prophet’s Mosque) and
the other mosques within the Haram area of Makkah (apart from the
Ka‘bah Mosque itself). Therefore, I saw the importance of addressing this
issue and examining it thoroughly.
It is well known among students of knowledge and those engaged in
issuing fatwas that studying the superiority of certain acts and places is of
great importance. Such research helps the worshipper attain greater and
multiplied rewards when Allah guides him to perform the superior act.
For this reason, many of the Companions used to ask about the best
deeds.
The purpose of this study is to clarify the preference between al-Masjid
al-Nabawi and the other mosques within the Haram of Makkah
(excluding the Ka‘bah Mosque), to encourage prayer in mosques where
rewards are multiplied, and to determine the legal limit of what is
included within the boundaries of al-Masjid al-Haram. The research also
provides comparisons, analyses, and discussions of the various scholarly
opinions, evidences, and analogies.
Among the main conclusions reached by the researcher is that prayer
within the Haram area of Makkah is superior to prayer outside its
boundaries.
Keywords: Al-Masjid al-Haram , Al-Masjid al-Nabawi , The
Comparison between Al-Masjid al-Haram and Al-Masjid
al-Nabawi
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Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1408 AH /
1987 CE.

» Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, by Al-Hafiz
Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani; Dar al-Salam
for Publishing and Distribution, Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia; 1st edition, 1421 AH /2000 CE.

» Fath al-Qadir: Al-Jami‘ bayna Fanni al-Dirayah wal-
Riwayah min ‘Ilm al-Tafsir, by Muhammad ibn ‘Ali
al-Shawkani; verified and annotated by Dr.
‘Abdulrahman ‘Umairah; Dar al-Wafa, Al-Mansurah;
2nd edition, 1418 AH / 1997 CE.

* Al-Furu‘, by Muhammad ibn Muflih ibn Muhammad
al-Magqdisi; ‘Alam al-Kutub; 4th edition, 1405 AH /
1985 CE.

* Majmu‘ Fatawa wa Magqalat Mutanawwi‘ah, by
‘Abdulaziz ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Baz; compiled and
arranged by Dr. Muhammad ibn Sa‘d al-Shuway‘ir;
published by General Presidency for Scholarly
Research and Ifta’; 1st edition, 1426 AH /2005 CE.

* Al-Misbah al-Munir fi Gharib al-Sharh al-Kabir, by
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Fayumi; Dar al-
Fikr, no edition or date given.

* Matalib Uli al-Nuha fi Sharh Ghayat al-Muntaha, by
Mustafa ibn Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdah al-Ruhaybani; Al-
Maktab al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1415 AH /1994 CE.

 Al-Maghrib fi Tartib al-Mu‘arrab, by Nasir ibn ‘Abd
al-Sayyid Abu al-Makarem; Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi,
no edition or date given.
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» Mughni al-Muhtaj ila Ma‘rifat Ma‘ani Alfaz al-Minhaj,
by Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Sharbini al-Khatib; Dar
al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1415 AH / 1994
CE.

« Mufid al-Anam wa Nur al-Zalam fi Tahrir al-Ahkam li-
Hajj Bayt Allah al-Haram, by Shaykh ‘Abdullah ibn
‘Abdulrahman ibn Jasir; edited by Sa‘ud ibn
‘Abdullah al-Ghudayyan; foreword by Shaykh
‘Abdulaziz ibn ‘Abdullah Al al-Shaykh; 2nd edition,
1431 AH /2010 CE.

 Al-Manar al-Munif fi al-Sahih wal-Da‘if, by Imam Ibn
al-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah; edited by ‘Abdulrahman ibn
Yahya al-Mu‘allimi; prepared by Mansur ibn
‘Abdulaziz al-Samari; Dar al-‘Asimah; 2nd edition,
1419 AH /1998 CE.

» Al-Mawsu‘ah  al-Fighiyyah  (The Jurisprudential
Encyclopedia), issued by the Ministry of Awgaf and
Islamic Affairs of Kuwait; published by the same
ministry, in multiple years.

e Mawsu‘at Shuruh al-Muwatta’ lil-lmam Malik ibn
Anas — al-Tamhid, al-Istidhkar, and al-Qabas, edited
by Dr. Abdullah ibn Abdulmuhsin al-Turki in
collaboration with the Center for Arab and Islamic
Research and Studies; 1st edition, Cairo, 1426 AH /
2005 CE.
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