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"The Physician-Poet Gilles de Corbeil and His Role in
Transmitting
Medical Knowledge from Salerno to France in the Late Twelfth
Century."
Abstract:

This research focuses on the physician and poet Gilles,
who held a prominent position in the French cultural community
in the late twelfth century. He combined medicine and poetry,
and became renowned for his medical poems, which served as
important references for medical students in the Middle Ages.
The study highlights Gilles’s education at the School of Salerno
in Italy, which was at that time one of the most significant
centers of medical learning in Europe, where he studied under
leading masters before moving to Paris, where he played an
active role in transferring medical knowledge from Salerno to
France. The research also examines Gilles’s views on the School
of Salerno and the schools of Paris and Montpellier, shedding
light on his critical positions and educational preferences.
Furthermore, it explores his contribution to the development of
medical education in Paris through his teaching and scholarly
works that combined medicine and poetry, as well as the role of
these works in transmitting medical knowledge from Salerno to
France. Among these are his poems on urine, the pulse,
medicines, and the signs and symptoms of diseases. In addition,
he offered bold social criticism through his satirical poem Pills to
Purge Bishops. Finally, the research emphasizes the continued
educational influence of Gilles de Corbeil in the thirteenth and

fourteenth centuries.
Keywords: Gilles de Corbeil — didactic poetry — medical poems —

physician-poet — Paris in the twelfth century — social criticism- Philippe 11
Auguste.
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Cp. Essai sur la société médicale et religieuse au Xlle siécle: Gilles de
Corbeil, médecin de Philippe-Auguste et chanoine de Notre-Dame (1140-
1224). Avec un Fac-similé du Manuscrit de la Hierapigra, Paris, 1909, P.19.
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Cp. Malden, H. On the Origin of Universities and Academical Degrees,
London London, 1835, pp.64-65.
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®) Aegidii Corboliensis, De Urins, in: Carmina Medica. Edited and
annotated by Ludovicus Choulant. Dresden, Lipsiae, 1826, P.3; Aegidii
Corboliensis, De Pulsibus, In Carmina Medica. Edited and annotated by
Ludovicus Choulant. Dresden, Lipsiae, 1826, P.21; Aegidius Corboliensis.
Viaticus: De Signis et Symptomatibus, p.3; Mitchell, P. Medicine in the
Crusades, P.20; Histoire littéraire de la France, vol. 16, commencé par les
Bénédictins de la Congrégation de Saint-Maur et continué par des membres
de I'Académie Royale des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, Paris, 1824, P. 509.

©  Aegidius Corboliensis, De laudibus et virtutibus compositorum
medicaminum, in: Carmina M edica. Edited and annotated by Ludovicus
Choulant. Dresden, Lipsiae, 1826, P. 45.
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() Egidii Corboliensis. Viaticus, De Signis et Symptomatibus Aegritudinum.
Edited by Valentinus Rose. Lipsiae, 1907.

®Vieillard, C. Essai sur la société médicale et religieuse, p.47; Rath, G.,
“Gilles de Corbeil as Critic of His Age, P. 134.
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(19 Egidii Corboliensis. Viaticus, De signis et symptomatibus aegritudinum;
Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica. Edited and annotated by
Ludovicus Choulant, Lipsiae, 1826.
@ Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica. Edited and annotated by
Ludovicus Choulant, Lipsiae, 1826.
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Edited by Valentinus Rose. Lipsiae, 1907.
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9 Corboliensis, Aegidius, P.9; Vieillard, C. Essai sur la société médicale et
religieuse, P. 32; Plinio, p., A History of Medicine, P. 257.

@) D'Irsay, S. “The Life and Works of Gilles de Corbeil.” Annals of
Medical History, Vol, 7, NewYork ,1925, PP, 362—-378.

19) Vieillard, C. L’urologie et les Médecins Urologues dans la Médecine
Ancienne: Gilles De Corbeil: Sa Vie, Ses (Euvres, Son Poéme Des Urines,
Paris, 1903.
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A7) Luchaire, A. L'Université de Paris sous Philippe-Auguste, Paris, 1899,
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Bouillet, M. Dictionnaire universel d’histoire et de géographie. Paris, 1866,
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@9 Jacquart, D. Gilles de Corbeil, in Medieval Science, Technology, and
Medicine: An Encyclopedia, ed. Thomas F. Glick, Steven Livesey, and Faith
Wallis, New York, 2005, p.198.

GO vieillard, C. Essai sur la Société Médicale et Religieuse, P.24.
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Paris and Alphonse Bos, Paris, 1881, p. 73; Corboliensis, Aegidius.
Carmina Medica, P.5; Egidii Corboliensis. Viaticus, De Signis Et
Symptomatibus, P. 6.

32) Vieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, P.9.
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38) Plinio, P. A History of Medicine. Volume V: Medieval Medicine.
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39) Stephen, D. The Life and Works of Gilles de Corbeil, Annals of Medical
History 7, 1925, p. 362.
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(“2) Stephen, D. The Life and Works of Gilles de Corbeil, p. 363; Jacquart,
D. Gilles de Corbeil, p.198
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“9) Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica, p. 11; Naudé, G. de
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23; Vieillard, C, L’urologie et les Médecins Urologues, p. 218; Stephen, D.
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Medica, p.3.
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©4 Vieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, P.47; Rath,
G., “Gilles De Corbeil as Critic of His Age, p. 134.
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®5)  Egidii Corboliensis. Viaticus, De Signis Et Symptomatibus
Aegritudinum. Edited By Valentinus Rose. Lipsiae, 1907, P.5; Anne, V.
And Graham, T. Herbs and Healers from the Ancient Mediterranean
Through the Medieval West: Essays in Honor of John M. Riddle, England,
2012, p.157; Cornelius, O. Thert of Medicine: Medical Teaching at the
University of Paris, 1250-1400. Education And Society in the Middle Ages
and Renaissance, Vol. 9. Leiden — Boston: Brill, 1998, p. 112; Jacquart,
D. Gilles De Corbeil, p.198; Gernot, R., “Gilles De Corbeil as Critic of His
Age.” Bulletin Of the History of Medicine 38, No. 2 (March—April 1964),
pp. 133-134; Daremberg, Ch. Notices Et Extraits des Manuscrits Médicaux
des Principales Bibliothéques d'Angleterre, Paris, 1853, p.173, 90.
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Cp. Smith, W, dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology,
London, 1849, P. 331 Plinio, P. A History of Medicine, p. 84; Armstrong, J.

A. “Urinalysis in Western Culture: A Brief History.” Kidney International
71, no. 5 (2007) P.384.
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©") Aegidii Corboliensis, De Urins, p. 3; Ludwig, Ch., Die medicinische
Literatur in Versen bei den Arabern und den lateinischen Volkern des
Mittelalters. Leipzig, 1826, P.8¢ Vieillard, C. Essai sur la société médicale
et religieuse, P.48; Ausécache, M, “Gilles de Corbeil Ou Le Médecin
Pédagogue Au Tournant Des Xlle et Xllle Siécles.” Early Science and
Medicine 3, no. 3 (1998), p. 187.
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(69)Armstrong, J. A. “Urinalysis in Western Culture: A Brief History.”
Kidney International 71, no. 5 (2007) P.384.

FAT G el o) s, JUIS eplalS o (1)

I S gy Alpa Iy




s daaa daaa A /2

Vs coall i ol 4 o J 4ilieas oS o 3] 4any Aalea
adiige dpde o dagan ol gy ¢ gl S J6 b aelaady i jing
G owY) Bland Jie aianal b el S alilang el il il 5 il
cooa) SEl s al) S5 10 S iy 51 (plaitad
ol g el QB Jall g s ge a4l il allae d Jian SO
D8 seb llng ABag g Jlaall o s o0l Sl SagYl Sasy
Oe 4 Ly Ol (8 ey (e (uSall o g 3 81l Ay g g A8 prall o 5 e
3 Al asaliall (s ol Nagly ¢ S Chaiayg gl ol 8 gy 4
5 Y cisise simse dblia A Bae g o lglefiul lekia
oo S Ay el o 5l 4 ki) Syl 4l dalad sex Y ke
L0V i g Lo gain g Al iy 38 g3 (5 il laday)
Al 3y gl Bl EDE Jadl e sanal e (JY LN 8 dis (e
sl il 8 hauddl Hsadd sl GSes AN o(Jsdl) "Urina”
AT Bl o seiall alil) Call ol )l e ) 8 gy AL okl
Al aagll ddee PA diady adll e Uile o 3 o bl sl (2580 Jsa
Cudll xie Ll ajs Gl st odse ) dsal Cum Gl ) Ji
& 55 Al Jalgall e Ao sane din JSY A (g AT il (B 3 sl s
S Jsmasl) 1Y Glall b adal ulal) o sy (s e Jsall pailias

(V)

8 Aegidii Corboliensis, De Urins, p. 3.
("®) Vieillard, C. Essai sur la société médicale et religieuse, p.48.
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(") Aegidii Corboliensis, De Urins, pp. 5-6.
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Agalall 346SH 5 5L 3l aaf i Jiad (il sapad of Daldl o 55 13Ka
& Bapalll it lall g adll G Cames Cus pdie SO G EN 8 Dialadl

() Aegidii Corboliensis, De Pulsibus, P.21; Vieillard, C. Essai sur la
Société Médicale et religieuse, P. 52.

(9 Ausécache, M, Gilles de Corbeil p. 195; Vieillard, C. Essai sur la Société
Médicale et Religieuse, p. 54.
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("8) polycarp, L. Historia Poetarum et Poematum Medii Aevi Decem,
Magdeburg,1721, P.502.
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Smith, W. a Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology,
London, 1872, P.1193.

("8 Corboliensis, Aegidius, de Laudibus Et Virtutibus Compositorum
Medicaminum, In Carmina Medica. Edited and annotated by: Ludovicus
Choulant. Dresden, Lipsiae, 1826, P. 47; Stephen, D. The Life and Works
of Gilles De Corbeil, p. 367; Jacquart, D. Gilles De Corbeil, P.198;
Vieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, P.56; Vieillard,
C. Essai Sur La Sociéte Médicale Et Religieuse, p.196; Ausécache, M,
Gilles De Corbeil p. 193.
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Cp. Salvatore De Renzi, Storia documentata della scuola medica di Salerno,

Napoli, 1857, p.403; Sarton, George. Introduction to the History of Science.
Vol. Il, Part I. Baltimore, 1931, p. 241.
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®% vVieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, pp. 56-57;
Ausécache, M, “Gilles De Corbeil Ou Le Médecin, P.196.
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B Corboliensis, Aegidius, De Laudibus Et Virtutibus Compositorum
Medicaminum, p. 52.

®2) Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica., p.25; Vuillard, C. Essai Sur
La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, p. 65.

®3 )Astruc, J. Mémoires Pour Servir A L'histoire De La Faculté De
Médecine, p.8.

®vieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, pp. 67-68.
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®5) Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica. p. 26.

®8) Aegidii Corboliensis, Carmen de Compositis Medicaminibus, in:
Carmina Medica. Edited And annotated by Ludovicus Choulant. Dresden,
Lipsiae, 1826. p.161; Rigord. Histoire De Philippe Auguste. Edition,
Traduction Et Notes Sous La Direction De Elisabeth Carpentier, Georges
Pon Et Yves Chauvin, Paris, 2006, p. 73.
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®7)Aegidii Corboliensis, Carmen De Compositis Medicaminibus. p. 162.

®8) Stephen, D. The Life and Works of Gilles De Corbeil, p. 368.
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@9 Vieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, p.74;
Ausécache, M, “Gilles De Corbeil p. 188.
®®ieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, pp.79-80.
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of Christian-Muslim Encounter: Essays in Honour of David Thomas.
Leiden, 2000, p.149.
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®3) Rath, G. “Gilles De Corbeil as Critic of His Age, pp. 136-137.
® Vieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, p.83.
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10 vsieillard, C. Essai Sur la Société Médicale et Religieuse, P.412.
(192) Egidii Corboliensis. Viaticus, de Signis et Symptomatibu, P.3.

(199 Egidii Corboliensis. Viaticus, De Signis et Symptomatibu, p.5; Anne, V.
and Graham, T, Herbs and Healers p.157; Cornelius, O. the Art of
Medicine: Medical Teaching at the University of Paris, p. 112; Jacquart, D.
Gilles de Corbeil, p. 198; Gernot, R., “Gilles de Corbeil as Critic of His
Age, pp. 133-134.
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(195 Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica. P.36; Stephen, D. The Life
and Works of Gilles de Corbeil, p. 3. & Jacquart, D. Gilles De Corbeil,
p.198; Faith, W. "Signs and Senses: Diagnosis and Prognosis in Early
Medieval Pulse and Urine Texts." The Year 1000: Medical Practice at the
End of the First Millennium, Edited by Horden & Savage-Smith, Social
History of Medicine, 13, 2000, pp. 265-78.
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