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"The Physician-Poet Gilles de Corbeil and His Role in 

Transmitting 

Medical Knowledge from Salerno to France in the Late Twelfth  

Century." 

Abstract: 

This research focuses on the physician and poet Gilles, 

who held a prominent position in the French cultural community 

in the late twelfth century. He combined medicine and poetry, 

and became renowned for his medical poems, which served as 

important references for medical students in the Middle Ages. 

The study highlights Gilles’s education at the School of Salerno 

in Italy, which was at that time one of the most significant 

centers of medical learning in Europe, where he studied under 

leading masters before moving to Paris, where he played an 

active role in transferring medical knowledge from Salerno to 

France. The research also examines Gilles’s views on the School 

of Salerno and the schools of Paris and Montpellier, shedding 

light on his critical positions and educational preferences. 

Furthermore, it explores his contribution to the development of 

medical education in Paris through his teaching and scholarly 

works that combined medicine and poetry, as well as the role of 

these works in transmitting medical knowledge from Salerno to 

France. Among these are his poems on urine, the pulse, 

medicines, and the signs and symptoms of diseases. In addition, 

he offered bold social criticism through his satirical poem Pills to 

Purge Bishops. Finally, the research emphasizes the continued 

educational influence of Gilles de Corbeil in the thirteenth and 

fourteenth centuries. 
Keywords: Gilles de Corbeil – didactic poetry – medical poems – 

physician-poet – Paris in the twelfth century – social criticism-   Philippe II 

Auguste. 
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 ParisMontpellier

                                                 
1

قشب  انٕاقعح َسثحً إنٗ يذُٚح كٕستٙ ،(Gilles de Corbeil)ٙ جٛم دٔ كٕست جٛم تاسىعُشف 

 ثهذتاسٚس، ْٕٔ يا ٚعكس عادجً شائعح فٙ انعظٕس انٕسطٗ، حٛث كاٌ يٍ انًعراد إنحاق اسى ان

تالاسى الأٔل، خاطح فٙ الأٔساط انعهًٛح ٔانذُٚٛح. ٔنى ذكٍ ْزِ

 

Cp. Essai sur la société médicale et religieuse au XIIe siècle: Gilles de 

Corbeil, médecin de Philippe-Auguste et chanoine de Notre-Dame (1140–

1224). Avec un Fac-similé du Manuscrit de la Hierapigra, Paris, 1909, P.19. 
يدرسة سانٍرَى إنى روجر الأول، انحاكى انُىرياَدي نصقهٍة وأيٍر سانٍرَى، ٌرجع تأسٍس  (2)

كاَت سانٍرَى يدرسة انطة يٍ انقرٌ انثاًَ عشر إنى انقرٌ انراتع عشر.  و. 0011حىانً عاو 
  ، اَظش:Monte cassinoوفً جىار سانٍرَى كاٌ دٌر يىَتً كاسٍُى

Cp. Malden, H. On the Origin of Universities and Academical Degrees, 

London London, 1835, pp.64-65. 

(3) 
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De Pulsibus

De UrinisDe 

Laudibus et Virtutibus Compositorum Medicaminum

De signis et symptomatibus 

                                                                                                                            

4

(5) 
Aegidii Corboliensis, De Urins, in: Carmina Medica. Edited and 

annotated by Ludovicus Choulant. Dresden, Lipsiae, 1826, P.3; Aegidii 

Corboliensis, De Pulsibus, In Carmina Medica. Edited and annotated by 

Ludovicus Choulant. Dresden, Lipsiae, 1826, P.21; Aegidius Corboliensis. 

Viaticus: De Signis et Symptomatibus, p.3; Mitchell, P. Medicine in the 

Crusades, P.20; Histoire littéraire de la France, vol. 16, commencé par les 

Bénédictins de la Congrégation de Saint-Maur et continué par des membres 

de l'Académie Royale des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, Paris, 1824, P. 509.  

(6)
 Aegidius Corboliensis, De laudibus et virtutibus compositorum 

medicaminum, in: Carmina M edica. Edited and annotated by Ludovicus 

Choulant. Dresden, Lipsiae, 1826, P. 45. 
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aegritudinum

Hierapigra and Purgandos Praelatos

Philippe II Auguste

                                                 
(7)

 Egidii Corboliensis. Viaticus, De Signis et Symptomatibus Aegritudinum. 

Edited by Valentinus Rose. Lipsiae, 1907.  
(8(

Vieillard, C. Essai sur la société médicale et religieuse, p.47; Rath, G., 

―Gilles de Corbeil as Critic of His Age, P. 134. 
9

Philippe II Auguste

Normandy ،

Artois 
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Ludovicus Choulant 

De UrinisDe Pulsibus

compositorum medicaminum

Valentinus Rose

                                                 
(10)

 Egidii Corboliensis. Viaticus, De signis et symptomatibus aegritudinum; 

Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica. Edited and annotated by 

Ludovicus Choulant, Lipsiae, 1826.  
(11)

 Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica. Edited and annotated by 

Ludovicus Choulant, Lipsiae, 1826. 
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Hierapigra 

and Purgandos Praelatos

Camille Vieillard

Hierapigra

                                                 

(12)
 Egidii Corboliensis. Viaticus, De signis et symptomatibus aegritudinum. 

Edited by Valentinus Rose. Lipsiae, 1907. 

(13)
 Rath, G., ―Gilles de Corbeil as Critic of His Age.‖ Bulletin of the History 

of Medicine, vol. 38, no. 2, 1964, pp. 133–138. 
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Steven D’Irsay
.

Camille Vieillard

                                                 
(14(

 Corboliensis, Aegidius, P.9; Vieillard, C. Essai sur la société médicale et 

religieuse, P. 32; Plinio, p., A History of Medicine, P. 257.   
(15)

 D'Irsay, S. ―The Life and Works of Gilles de Corbeil.‖ Annals of 

Medical History, Vol, 7, NewYork ,1925, PP, 362–378. 
(16)

 Vieillard, C. L’urologie et les Médecins Urologues dans la Médecine 

Ancienne: Gilles De Corbeil: Sa Vie, Ses Œuvres, Son Poème Des Urines, 

Paris, 1903. 
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 

 

 

Hierapigra

 

 Alexander III
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Trivium

Quadrivium

 

                                                 
(17 ( 

 Luchaire, A. L'Université de Paris sous Philippe-Auguste, Paris, 1899, 

PP.7-8.   
18

19))
ا 

Bouillet, M. Dictionnaire universel, P. 1390.
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Toulouse
 (

Hélinaud

                                                 

 St-

Étienne :اَظش 

 Bouillet, M. Dictionnaire universel d’histoire et de géographie. Paris, 1866, 

p.1894. 

(11)
  

 

Bouillet, M. Dictionnaire universel, P. 79. 

(22)
Franklin, A.  La vie privée d'autrefois: arts et métiers, modes, mœurs, 

usages des Parisiens du XIIe au XVIIIe siècle. Écoles et Collèges, 

Paris,1887, p. 9; Luchaire, A.  L'Université de Paris, p .10. 
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Notre-Dame

Licentia Docendi

 

Sainte-Geneviève 

 Wuilhem VIII

                                                 
(23) 

Vieillard, C, L’urologie et les médecins urologues, p.217; Franklin, A. 

La vie privée d'autrefois, P.13. 

(14)
و   1115ٔنذ عاو  ٔكَٕد تٕاذّٛٛ  ادٔق آكٛراGuillaume VIII d’Aquitaineَٛ انثائٍنٛاو 

اشرٓش تقٕج و، 1158ٔكَٕرٛح تٕاذّٛٛ اترذاءً يٍ سُح  دوقية آكيتانياذٕنّٗ حكى ، و1186 ٔذٕفٙ عاو 

شخظٛرّ انسٛاسٛح ٔتذٔسِ فٙ ذثثٛد اسرقلال آكٛراَٛا عٍ سهطح انًهك انفشَسٙ انًشكض٘، إر كاَد 

كاٌ   ،ّ نلإطلاح انكُسٙ ٔطشاعاذّ يع سجال انذٍٚاشرٓش تذعً، آكٛراَٛا يٍ أغُٗ ٔأقٕٖ الأقانٛى

، ْٕٔ انرٛاس انكُسٙ انز٘ Réforme grégorienne وريجريجالإصلاح العهٗ علاقح يثاششج يع 

دخم فٙ َضاعاخ يع تعض الأساقفح  .دعا إنٗ إطلاح سجال انذٍٚ ٔإتعاد انُفٕر انعهًاَٙ عٍ انكُٛسح

 : اَظشُٛاذٓى ٔسجال انذٍٚ تسثة ذعٛ

 William,K., Medieval France: An Encyclopedia. New York, 1995, P. 898-

890.  
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Corbeil

                                                 
(25)

Vieillard, C. L’urologie et les médecins urologues, PP. 214-215; 

Luchaire, A. L'Université de Paris, P.8.   
16

 
(27)

 Vieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, p. 3. 

(28)
 Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica. Edited and annotated by 

Ludovicus Choulant. Dresden, Lipsiae, 1826, P.9; Polycarpus, L. 1721. 

Historia poetarum et poematum medii aevi. Halae Magdeburgicae, Halle, 

1742, p. 499; Plinio, p. A History of Medicine. Volume V: Medieval 

Medicine. Omaha, 2003, P.257.  
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Egidius

AegidiusGilles

Gilles de Corbeil

                                                 
(29)

 Jacquart, D. Gilles de Corbeil, in Medieval Science, Technology, and 

Medicine: An Encyclopedia, ed. Thomas F. Glick, Steven Livesey, and Faith 

Wallis, New York, 2005, p.198. 

(30  (
Vieillard, C. Essai sur la Société Médicale et Religieuse, P.24.  

(31  (
Guillaume De Berneville, La Vie De Saint Gilles, Poème Du Xii 

Sièclepublié D'après Le Manuscrit Unique De Florence, Edited by Gaston 

Paris and Alphonse Bos, Paris, 1881, p. 73; Corboliensis, Aegidius. 

Carmina Medica, P.5; Egidii Corboliensis. Viaticus, De Signis Et 

Symptomatibus, P. 6.  
(32)

 Vieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale Et Religieuse, P.9. 
(33)

 Vieillard, C. Op. cit. P.19. 
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( (34

Constantinus Africanus 

  

Cp. C. S. ―Salerno: Its Medical School and Its Medical Legends.‖ The 

British Medical Journal 2, no. 4316 (1943), p. 402. 

(35)
الأسثاٍَة   طهٍطهةيدٌُة   ، إَتقم إنًًَٕٚا الإٚطانٛح و فٙ يذُٚح كش1114ٔنذ جٛشاسد عاو   

، وانفهسفة وانحساب وانجثر انفهك فً  عرتٍاً كتاتاً سثعٍٍ يٍ أكثر فترجى انفهكٍة، انعهىو دراسةن

انتً أَعشت  يدرسة طهٍطهة نهًترجًٍٍ عهًاءٌعد جٍرارد انكرًٌىًَ واحدا يٍ أهى و

فً انقرٌ انثاًَ عشر، عٍ طرٌق َقم انًعرفة  انعصىر انىسطى فً الأوروتٍة انعهىو

حح نكم شخض وغٍرها يٍ انعهىو، وجعهها يتا وانطة انفهك فً عهىو وانٍهىدٌة وانٍىَاٍَة انعرتٍة

  و 1187شأ٘ إنٙ انلاذُٛٛح. ذٕفٙ عاو فرشجى انجضء انثلاثٍٛ يٍ كراب انضْ ٚقشأ ٔٚكرة فٙ أٔسٔتا
 –انطة  –دساساخ حضاسٚح فٙ انراسٚخ الإسلايٙ: انظُاعح  ، إياو انشافعٙ يحًذ حًٕد٘ اَظش :

 .111 . خ ، ص.د، انقاْشج ، انحٛاج انعهًٛح

 
(36)

 Vieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale et Religieuse, p.166. 

https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A9_%D8%B7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A9_%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A9_%D8%B7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A9_%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%B1_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7%D9%89
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%B1_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7%D9%89
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%8A%D9%87%D9%88%D8%AF
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%8A%D9%87%D9%88%D8%AF
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%84%D9%83
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%84%D9%83
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B7%D8%A8
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B7%D8%A8
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Romoald 

De Laudibus Et Virtutibus 

Compositorum Medicaminum

Musandinus

                                                                                                                            

(37)
  Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica., p.9; Vieillard, C. Essai Sur la 

Société Médicale et Religieuse, p. 32; Plinio, p. A History of Medicine, P. 

257.   

(38)
  Plinio, P. A History of Medicine. Volume V: Medieval Medicine. 

Omaha, 2003, P.257; Jacquart, D.  Gilles de Corbeil, P.198 

(39 )
 Stephen, D. The Life and Works of Gilles de Corbeil, Annals of Medical 

History 7, 1925, p. 362. 

(40)
  Tiraboschi, G. Storia Della Letteratura Italiana, Vol. 4, Milano, 1823, 

p.312. 
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MaurusUrso
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 Riolan, J. Curieuses Recherches Sur Les Escholes en Médecine De Paris 

Et De Montpellier, Paris, 1651; P.93; Stephen, D. The Life and Works of 

Gilles De Corbeil, p. 362. 

(42)
  Stephen, D. The Life and Works of Gilles de Corbeil, p. 363; Jacquart, 

D. Gilles de Corbeil, p.198 

(43 (  
Vieillard, C. Essai sur la Société Médicale et Religieuse, p.166. 
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Ars amiatoriaOvidius

                                                 
(44)

 Riolan, Curieuses recherches sur les escholes en médecine, p. 95; 

Stephen, D.  the Life and Works of Gilles de Corbeil, P. 363. 

(45) 
Vieillard, C, L’urologie et les Médecins Urologues, P. 216. 

(46) 
Franklin, A. La Vie Privée d’Autrefois, p. 31.  
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 Vieillard, C. Essai Sur La Société Médicale et Religieuse, P.195.  
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 Stephen, D. the Life and Works of Gilles de Corbeil, P. 366. 
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Corboliensis, Aegidius. Carmina Medica, p. 11; Naudé, G. de 

Antiquitate et Dignitate Scholae Medicae Parisiensis, Paris, 1628, pp. 21–

23; Vieillard, C, L’urologie et les Médecins Urologues, p. 218; Stephen, D. 

The Life and Works of Gilles de Corbeil, p. 363; Malden, H. On the Origin 

of Universities, p. 66. 
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(50) 

Vieillard, C, L’urologie et Les Médecins Urologues, p. 218. 
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Médecins Urologues, pp. 222-223.  
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  Peter, P. and Emilie Savage-Smith. Medieval Islamic Medicine. 

Edinburgh, 2007.  

DimitriG. Avicenna and the Aristotelian Tradition: Introduction to Reading 
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Medici RegisPhysici Principis
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Medicine," in Encyclopædia Britannica, 11th ed. vol. 18, Edited by,v 
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Crusades: Warfare, Wounds and the Medieval Surgeon. Cambridge, 2002, 
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